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Final Solutions to the Israeli Question
by Henry P. Durkin by Nat Freedland

Israel has won the just struggle for her survival. And 
since it was a war for freedom against the Arabs, backed 
by communist weapons, it was also a war against Com
munism. The Communists never take defeat lightly, so 
they launched a major propaganda campaign, heavily anti- 
semitic, to discredit the heroic actions o f Israel and to 
vindicate the aggression o f the Arabs.

From the first day of the war, when it could already 
be seen that Israel was resisting and would continue to 
resist, the agitprop departments in Moscow, Peking, Hanoi, 
Havana and every other major communist capital went 
into high gear. The results rival only the efforts o f the 
Nazis in their viciousness and hysteria.

But even before the communists got into the act full 
time, the Arab media were already experts at the task 
o f villifying and threatening the State o f Israel. Here 
are some examples from Voice of the Arabs, broadcasting 
from Cairo shortly before the Egyptian offensive began: 

Woe to Israel. The Arab nation is on its way to 
render its account with you.
Oh Israel, this is your end.
We shall drive out o f existence the shame of 
Zionism.
Israel, taste death!

And in the first week o f June, Radio Cairo was at 
the fever pitch, saying that the Arab objective was “liqui
dating Israel . . .  We shall bury the imperialist base Israel 
. . . Here, Arabs, dig graves everywhere . . . dig, Arabs, 
dig, Arabs, dig, Arabs . . .”

Let me state at this point that I shall not be discussing 
the events o f the war, except as they may relate to 
communist propoganda. My purpose in this article shall 
be only to record and analyze these activities.

(Continued on Page 2)
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One o f Israel’s best known jokes is: “On Saturday you 
celebrate Sabbath by going to the beach in a taxi instead 
o f by bus.”

You don’t get it . . .?
Oh, well, this is a Jewish joke so we might as well 

follow the How to Be a Jewish Mother tactic o f filling in 
the explanation after the punchline.

See, in Israel the buses and trains do not run on Satur
day. Period.

And this is the only day off from work (forget about 
the 35-hour week anyplace outside the USA, kids). And 
Israel is a heavily industrialized nation so most of the 
people live in the three main cities. So if you want to 
take the kids for a change of scene and you don’t own 
a car, it’s taxi time.

But don’t expect the taxi to take you to a movie, concert 
or play on Friday night, because it’s Sabbath Eve and 
everything is closed up tight till after sundown Saturday.

O f course, you could always go to a Synagogue, there’s 
probably one within walking distance. But don’t expect 
to find a liberal-type reform or conservative Rabbi up 
there chanting the service.

Most American Rabbis wouldn’t be considered “fit” 
to lead a congregation in the Promised Land. They wouldn’t 
pass the licensing examination o f the Jewish Division, 
State Ministry o f Religion which is run by the guys with 
the long beards and black coats.

How come no non-orthodox Rabbi has ever passed 
the state exam?

“They don’t know the Torah,” explains Eliahu Kitov, 
secretary to the two Chief Rabbis (one each, sephardic 
and ashkenazic, o f course).

And that’s why marriages and divorces performed abroad 
by non-orthodox Rabbis are always thrown out as invalid 
if challenged in the Israel Religious Courts.

Religious Courts???
Yes, that’s where you go for a divorce and most other 

family disputes. The Rabbi-Judges provide their own long 
(Continued on Page 5)
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Since Moscow waged the brunt o f the propaganda, let’s 
deal with the Soviets first. In addition to lying about the 
Middle East situation, Moscow also cleverly distorted 
the truth or omitted certain accounts altogether.

On May 21st the leaders of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization declared that Arab commandoes would begin 
a campaign of terrorism against Israel, saying that their 
forces were now subordinate to the Egyptian General 
Staff. The Soviet media carried no mention of these 
threats by the PLO.

On May 22nd, in a major policy address at the opening 
o f the summer session o f the Knesset, Premier Eshkol 
called for a mutual withdrawal o f Egyptian and Israeli 
troop concentrations from the frontiers. Moscow also did 
not report Eshkol’s speech.

On May 23rd the Cairo newspaper AI Ahram reported 
Nasser as saying, “We arc ready for war . . . War might 
be the opportunity for the Jews of Israel to test their 
strength against ours.” .Silence from Moscow on Nasser’s 
threat.

The UN Security Council called an urgent meeting on 
May 24th to discuss ways of keeping the peace between 
Israel and her neighbors. The Soviet delegate denounced 
the session, saying there was no justification for calling 
the Council into session.

On the same date U Thant arrived in Cairo. The Egyp
tians staged an anti-Israel demonstration outside his hotel, 
chanting “We want war.” The rally was under the auspices 
of Nasser’s political party. The only mention that appeared 
in the Soviet press was Pravda's statement that U Thant 
was visiting Egypt.

At the same time Radio Moscow accused Israel o f having 
been “the initiator of military provocations” against its 
neighbors in the past ten years.

On May 25th President Johnson went to Canada to 
discuss the Middle East with Prime Minister Wilson. The 
only Pravda dispatch from Canada that day was con
cerning demonstrations against the Canadian government’s 
agricultural policy. No mention was made o f the LBJ visit.

Also on May 25th Cairo made the first announcement 
of the Arab-Israeli crisis: a skirmish between Israelis 
and the Egyptian backed Palestine Liberation Organization. 
The PLO admitted firing on Israeli troops. Moscow was 
also silent on this. The next day (May 26th) Nasser again 
threatened Israel: “Our major objective will be the destruc
tion of Israel.” The head of the PLO said, “The hour 
of battle has sounded." The Arab threats were not reported 
anywhere in the Soviet media.

Jumping ahead a few days to May 29th, UAR War 
Minister Badran returned from Moscow with a message 
from Kosygin and said that “the Soviet Union stands 
with us and will not allow any country to interfere, so 
that the state o f affairs prevailing before 1956 may be 
restored.”

Pravda only briefly mentioned Badran’s departure from 
Moscow, but said nothing about K osygin’s message. Of 
course not. The Kremlin wanted to lay the groundwork 
for a falsified picture o f the coming events among its 
own people.

On May 30th the Soviets moved 10 warships through 
the Turkish straits into the Mediterranean. Silence on 
this move from Pravda and Radio Moscow.

So much for pre-war handling of the news by the
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Kremlin. Let’s now look at a few of the items during 
and after the war and see what pattern developed.

On June 5th Levi Eshkol renewed his plea to Kosygin 
to help bring peace to the Middle East. Neither Pravda 
nor Radio Moscow mentioned Eshkol’s plea. Israel an
nounced on June 7th that she would accept a cease fire 
if the Arab states also agreed to it. The Arabs refused. 
Moscow suppressed the news of the Arab refusal and 
continued to accuse Israel o f refusing to accept a cease fire.

Radio Moscow commented: "Tel Aviv ruling circles 
are hysterically urging that the war be waged against the 
Arabs to the victorious end." And the loudspeakers on 
tre streets o f Cairo announced: “We shall win! We shall 
win!”

Israel made public a tape of Nasser speaking to Hussein 
(June 8th) in which the two agreed to say publicly that 
the United States and Britain were fighting on the side 
o f Israel. There was no mention o f this Nasser-Hussein 
frame-up of the U.S. and Britain. On the same day two 
Soviet warships harassed the U.S. Sixth Fleet. The Moscow 
media were also silent on this.

Then came Nasser’s resignation speech on Cairo radio, 
June 9th. He said that he took the “entire responsibility 
for Egypt’s great setback.” Moscow did refer to his speech 
but misquoted Nasser’s words, saying instead, “The country 
is experiencing a difficult moment.” About half o f Pravda’s 
condensation of Nasser’s speech is devoted to praising the 
UAR’s accomplishments as a socialist country. The rest 
of the story was devoted to mass demonstrations demanding 
that Nasser stay in his post.

Moscow was not content just with distorting and sinning 
by omission; the Soviets even manufactured news of “ag
gression.” On June 11th the Israeli-Egypt frontier was quiet, 
yet Radio Moscow reported an Israeli air attack on the 
Suez Canal which allegedly sank several vessels and blocked 
the canal.

And the next day Moscow was again silent on the big 
story— the one in which Israel announced the capture 
o f intact Russian-built rocket bases in the Sinai; o f nine 
ground-to-air missiles; o f the capture of five Russian 
officers. There was also silence two days later (June 14th) 
when the Soviets began to give the Arabs renewed military 
aid.

And when a captured Egyptian general praised Israeli 
POW treatment (June 15th) Pravda the next day headlined 
“This is Genocide.”

And finally, when Israel released copies of captured Arab 
attack orders (June 20th), the hush from Pravda and 
Radio Moscow was deafening.

Before leaving the Soviet viewpoints, a brief mention 
of the renewed anti-semitic campaigns by the Soviet Gov
ernment. Since all newspapers and radio stations are con
trolled by the government, it must be taken for granted 
that whatever is said or printed must have the stamp of 
approval of the same Commissar.

The most striking forms o f anti-semitism that appeared 
in the Soviet press were the political cartoons. They
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appeared as stringent critiques o f Israel’s actions in the 
Middle East crisis. But in the Soviet context they are 
unmistakably calculated to revive, bolster and perpetuate 
anti-semitic prejudices in a country where such prejudices 
are pervasive and persistent.

There arc four especially blatant characteristics o f these 
cartoons: (1) the stereotype anti-semitic caricature of 
the Jew— Uncle Sam is made to look like a hook-nosed 
Jew, serving only to reflect the Soviet grass-root assumption 
that the U.S. is controlled by the Jews; (2) presenting 
Moshe Dayan as the embodiment of Israel, as a wanton 
murderer and bloody thug; (3) equating Israel and the 
Jews with the Nazis; (4) identifying Israel as a tool of 
the West, specifically o f “American imperialism.”

A couple of examples, with dates, will show the general 
idea. Pravda, June 15, 1967— cartoon caption: "Poisonous 
tree in the Sinai,” depicting the U.S. planting Israel in the 
desert. Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, June 21, 1967—cartoon 
caption: "Dayan to Hitler—‘Move on!’ ”, showing Dayan 
goose-stepping and giving the Nazi salute as he kicks Hitler 
off the pedestal and takes his place on it.

Lest it be said that the cartoons may after all only 
reflect the opinion o f some low-placed anti-semite in the 
Soviet system, let’s look at the statements of some rather 
highly placed Israel-haters and Jew-baiters.

Ambassador Federoenko at the UN, June 9, 1967: 
“They (the Israelis) take their arguments from the same 
garbage heap o f history and from the arsenal o f the most 
famous criminals in history. They follow the bloody foot
steps o f H itler’s cxcctioners who always accused the victims 
o f their aggression.”

Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow, July 5, 1967: “In the 
atrocities against the peaceful Arab populations, it seems 
they try to copy the crimes of the Nazi invaders . . . The 
aggressors conduct themselves like the worst bandits and 
commit atrocities in the Hitlerite style.”

Foreign Minister Gromyko at the UN, July 3, 1967: 
“The propagandists from Tel Aviv . . . sing . . .  old 
Goebbcls songs . . .”

The record is far more complete than I have been 
able to indicate in this short essay. Let’s deal with other 
Communist nations in somewhat briefer form.

Peking ranks second to Moscow in its hate Israel 
propaganda, both for internal and external consumption. 
May 27th was the date for the first Maoist mention in 
months. An official Red China Government Statement 
noted that “Syria, the UAR and other Arab states have 
declared a state o f alert and arc ready at all times to 
deal head-on blows at the aggressors . . .  the 700 million 
Chinese people armed with Mao Tse-tung’s thought reso
lutely stand on the side of the Arab people and firmly 
support all their just struggles . . . The Arab people will 
definitely defeat U.S. imperialism and its running dog 
Israel and win victory in the struggle.”

In case the reader did not realize it, the last sentence 
o f the Red Chinese statement was a prediction, inspired 
by the correct understanding o f the infallible Mao’s thought. 
And since Mao is infallible, the prediction should have 
come true. Unless Mao isn’t as good as he used to be.

Even when it was evident that the prediction could not 
come true, Peking continued its dialectic: "The people 
o f the Arab states, rising as one in their hatred against 
their common enemy, are dealing head-on blows at the 
aggressors.”— Red Chinese Government Statement, June 6, 
1967. And: “Arab people! Plunge into long-term fierce
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struggles. The 700 million Chinese people will support 
you.”—Renrnin Ribao (Peoples Daily), Editorial, June 11, 
1967.

Even when the war was officially over Peking reported 
(Sept. 1, 1967) that "many young Palestine patriots are 
studying carefully Chairman Mao’s theses about guerilla 
warfare. They are determined to learn from the experience 
of the Chinese revolutionary war through studying Chair
man Mao’s works, take up arms to drive out the Israeli 
aggressors and liberate their homeland.”

Hanoi also gave its full support to the Arabs.
Ho Chi Minh sent almost identical messages to Nasser 

and Atassi (President o f Syria) changing only the name 
o f the country and the leader to whom the message was 
addressed: "I warmly hail the army and people o f (the 
United Arab Republic) (Syria), who have put up a valiant 
fight and duly punished the Israeli aggressors.”

And the Hanoi Vietnam Courier (June 19, 1967) stated, 
"The prospects for the anti-imperialist revolution of the 
Arab people are very bright. Their just cause will surely 
triumph.”

From Cuba: “Since May 1948 . . . Israel has been 
used consistently as a provocative factor in the Middle 
East.”— Granma, May 29, 1967. And: "The Revolutionary 
Government o f Cuba, in keeping with the principles put 
forth in the declaration o f the Central Committee o f the 
Party, reiterates is staunch solidarity wih the Arab peoples 
and condemns the imperialist aggression which they are 
confronting at this moment."— Statement o f Cuban Gov
ernment, June 7, 1967.

Other Communist parties endorsed these sentiments: 
Australian CP: "The Israeli government’s complicity 

in the W est’s Middle East schemes has made for 
the tension which has led to the armed conflict.” 

French CP: Insisted on Israeli troops being pulled 
out of the territory they had occupied.

British CP: “The U.S. and British governments played 
a disgraceful part in the Middle East war . . . 
They had constantly backed Israel and combatted 
the national liberation movement o f the Arab 
peoples.”

Japanese CP: railed against "the reactionary rulers 
of Israel” and announced support for "the just 
struggle o f the Arab peoples.”

Argentine CP: "In this dirty business the Right Zion
ists were backed by the reactionaries of the world, 
including . . . .the Bonn revanchists whose hands 
are still red with Jewish blood . . .”

And finally, on June 9th representatives of the Com 
munist Parties o f Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, 
Hungary, Poland. USSR, and Yugoslavia met in Moscow 
to discuss the Middle East. They issued a unanimous state
ment which declared in part that “The peoples o f Arab 
countries arc upholding a just cause in their fight against 
imperialism, for their freedom and independence . . . The 
peoples o f the socialist countries are fully on their side 
. . . The just struggle o f the Arab peoples will triumph.”

But what of the reaction of the American communists 
and their splinter groups?

The CPUSA followed the Moscow line consistently— as 
it has always done since its inception. The old dialectics 
were dusted off to make apologies for the Arab aggression 
and the Soviet complicity. The CPUSA leadership has had 
enough practice in following the twists and turns of the 
line from the Kremlin: witness the glorification of the 
purges in the 1930s, the Soviet-Nazi pact, the de-Stalin-
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ization, the Hungarian and East Berlin uprisings.
The party faithful o f the CPUSA that did not fall 

by the wayside during the years o f “struggle” when the 
above-listed events were taking place are the hard core 
o f the Party. They are immune to all the atrocities that 
the Kremlin has directed in the past. They have learned 
to rationalize everything. So it was quite easy for Gus 
Hall, Joseph North, Daniel Mason, Hyman Lumer and 
the rest o f the gang to fall into step denouncing Israel and 
smilingly condoning the Arab threats and persecutions of 
the Jews.

Lumer did a series o f columns for the Worker in which 
he managed to find an excuse for every single Arab and 
Soviet technique and lie. He couldn’t find anything good 
•o say for Israel. In spite of official Arab pronouncements 
calling for the destruction o f the State of Israel and for 
extermination o f the Jews, Lumer calmly said ‘'responsible 
government spokesmen in the UAR have made it clear 
that they have no such designs."

Is Nasser then irresponsible?
And the Party’s theoretical organ, Political Affairs, for 

August 1967 also drew the analogy o f Israel and Nazi 
Germany: “The Israeli people treat the Arabs in the way 
they would have liked to have dealt with the Nazis, had 
they been strong and unified enough. The Israeli people 
are fighting, over and over again, a war that came to 
an end on May 8, 1945, but continues to burn in their 
hearts."

And Gus Hall wasn’t at all original in his report to 
the National Committee o f the CPUSA (June 10, 1967). 
It was the same boring, stale hash that Moscow had been 
flinging. Only this time it was in somewhat more gram
matical English: "The leaders of Israel sold out the Jewish 
masses . . . They have brought disgrace and dishonor to 
the cause of Israel that will take a long time to live down.”

But Hall did make one interesting admission: “They 
have added grist to the mill o f anti-semites throughout the 
world.” And no one knew it better than the anti-semites 
who wrote the Pravda editorials and drew the Pravda 
cartoons and made the Kremlin speeches in the UN.

The only CP-lining magazine that seemed to dare to 
break from the Hall-Lumer clique was Jewish Currents. 
The July-August 1967 issue stated editorially that Israel 
had "won a just war" and admitted that the Arab threats 
were "gcnocidal words . . . backed by the mobilization 
of their armies—armies supplied incidentally with United 
States as well as Soviet arms (emphasis added) . . .”

The editors frankly denounced the leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, Ohmed Shukairy, for his “notori
ous” anti-Israel and anti-semitic speeches in the United 
Nations.”

So at least some members o f the CP had guts enough 
to buck the leadership. It still remains to be seen whether 
this difference will cause a major split in the ranks o f the 
CP. I’m hoping it docs. The more internal factions the 
Party has to contend with, the less they can threaten our 
democratic institutions.

One of the wildest statements on the Middle East 
situation was issued by Hammer & Steel: “The Israelis 
will rue the day they ever won their ’victories.’ The Arab 
peoples will hack the murderous scum to pieces in a 
mighty peoples war . . . Destroy the U.S. imperialist base 
— destroy the State o f Israel."

The Bulletin of International Socialism called for “victory 
for the Victcong. Red Guards, Arabs.”
4

In some of the other left wing fringe publications, the 
following positions were stated:

Workers World (Trotskyist splinter group): “The Jewish 
people have not been persecuted under the Arabs . . .
Can they live in peace? . . . There is such a possibility, 
but only on the basis o f . . . abolishing the State o f Israel 
in its present form."

Young Socialist (Socialist Workers Party—Trotskyist): 
“The events and consequences o f the five day war . . . 
constitute a steadily lengthening indictment of Israel . . .”

Challenge (Progressive Labor Party): "Capitalizing on 
the great sympathy for the Jews aroused by the brutal 
massacre o f 6 million by the Nazis, the Zionists have 
sought to pretend that their chief interest was in providing 
a homeland for the surviving victims o f H itler’s concentra
tion camps. This is a phony claim" (emphases added).

The Militant (Socialist Workers Party): “The Israeli 
masses, if they are to avoid the death-trap being laid for 
them by Zionist policies, must . . . turn toward integration 
into the Arab revolution for a socialist and united Middle 
East.”

There’s more but I’ll spare the reader. It is curious, 
however, that there was universal condemnation of Israel 
by all shades o f the left. And in this condemnation the 
left was joined by the lunatics of the right— a motley 
group o f fascists.

Naturally, the American Nazi Party was out in front 
with its anti-semitic sheets and leaflets, calling on the 
Arabs to destroy every last Jew in the world.

In New York City, the neo-nazi National Renaissance 
Party members participated in picket lines sponsored by 
the Arab groups and Youth Against War and Fascism. The 
NRP issued WANTED FOR MURDER posters, naming 
Moshc Dayan, Abba Eban, Levi Eshkol and Maj. Gen. 
Itzhak Rabin as “war criminals” that must be brought 
to trial.

The notorious hate sheet Common Sense called for the 
destruction of Israel and for victory by the pro-communist 
Arab forces.

The National States Rights Party’s Thunderbolt managed 
to turn reality completely on its head by referring to the 
pro-socialist government o f Egypt as “nationalist and right 
wing” while denouncing Israel as a "Communist state.”

Then SNCC got into the act with its summer newsletter 
issue. One graphic cartoon showed Nasser and a Negro 
with their necks in a noose; the hand holding the noose 
had the Star of David on. it. In the background was the 
sword of “revolution” swinging in to cut the rope and 
liberate the Arabs and the Negroes from Zionism, imperial
ism and other evils.

And soon after the “Ad Hoc Conference Committee 
on the Middle East" was formed in the offices o f Youth 
Against War & Fascism, it was disclosed that not only 
were YAWF leaders present at this founding meeting, but 
representatives of the Syrian, Algerian and Egyptian mis
sions to the UN also attended.

The Arab diplomats at this meeting promised the leftists 
that any group which was prepared to cooperate with 
them would be supplied with funds and literature. The 
diplomats urged strictest secrecy for this plan.

The meeting decided to use a typical communist tactic: 
creating a front group. The “Ad Hoc Conference Com 
mittee” name was decided upon and Rita Freed became 
its secretary. The secret meeting also decided that the 
front group would be officially born on Wednesday, June 
21st, at a public meeting—at which no Arab would be
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in sight. This would give the impression that it was a 
popular American creation.

The leaders wanted to have unknowing dupes speak at 
the open meeting and suggest ways and means o f fighting 
Israel. Any suggestions which corresponded to the ones 
already decided in secret with the Arab leaders would be 
vigorously applauded by planted members in the audience. 
When the meeting did take place, the room was decorated 
with posters claiming solidarity with the Arabs and the 
literature tables were heaped high with materials and 
propaganda provided by the Syrian government.

Miss Freed ran the open meeting, apologizing for the 
Arabs: “We have to recognize that Israel is an alien thing 
among the Arab people." She accused the United States 
of supplying napalm to the Jewish warlords and revealed 
that the war had forced severe financial burdens on the 
Israelis because the government had raised taxes by ten 
percent. “But business taxes went up only two per cent,” 
she smiled knowingly.

Sure enough, all the secretly decided upon resolutions 
were warmly applauded, and even mild criticism of the 
Arabs was soundly booed. It was a perfectly run meeting— 
the Arabs and their domestic stooges had gotten what they 
wanted.

In the end, those who suffered most mental anguish 
were the pacifists. Those who could not imagine any war 
ever being just and who had criticized the United States 
for its Vietnam involvement, suddenly found themselves 
defenseless in their philosophy. One girl summed it up 
for all o f them: “I was a pacifist— until yesterday . . . 
I’m torn between a hatred for war and a support for 
Israel.”

The peace movement is almost shattered as a result 
of the Middle East crisis. It will never be the same “unified” 
whole that it was before June 5th. And that is a good 
thing—because many o f those in the movement have 
learned that there are exceptions, that there are wars 
which must be fought if freedom and justice is to survive 
in this world.

It was just to defeat the Nazis with every weapon at 
our command. The world is better off for the defeat of 
the fascists. It is equally just that the communists and 
their henchmen be defeated. The world will be even better 
off when that day is at hand. Freedom is indivisible.

I don’t know about you, dear reader, but I’m proud 
to say that I supported Israel and that I shall continue 
to support her in her fight for freedom and survival.

NAT FREEDLAND
(Continued from Cover) 

black robes, and the “law” that they’re enforcing is the 
law of the Talmud.

Guess what other country besides Nazi Germany has 
banned marriage between Jews and Gentiles in the 20th 
Century?

Israel has no civil marriage and the Rabbis won’t 
officiate at an intermarriage. A mixed marriage is also 
sufficient grounds for divorce in the Religious Court; it 
violates the Law of the Talmud.

There is one way out o f the intermarriage bind. Convert 
to (orthodox) Judaism.

Suppose a Jewish kibbutznik from one o f the more 
ultra-socialistic settlements wants to marry a Danish girl 
who has hitch-hiked across Europe to pick oranges for
May 1968
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idealism. The Christian convert has to give lip-service 
to being much more "religious" than her fiancee. That 
kibbutznik has been brought up in a Marxist community 
and has probably never seen the inside of a Synagogue.

Government Rabbis are also the Kosher Inspectors of 
all Israeli restaurants and hotels— plus El A1 Airlines and 
Zim Ships. There have been repeated exposures of Kosher 
Inspectors demanding international free rides from El Al 
and Zim. H aifa’s top hotel had its kosher certification 
pulled since it began running dances on Friday night.

This is all bad news, especially with the Catholic Church 
passing declarations on religious freedom and the individual 
conscience. You would think that Jews, o f all people, ought 
to know better than to let a rigidly backward clergy push 
people around.

But we all should have learned from twenty years of 
postwar power ploys that people don’t get ennobled by 
suffering. After the carnage is over, all the victims want 
is to get back to business as usual. And they will deal 
with the executioners too, if that makes for good business.

Israel didn’t set out to create a mixed theocracy. Most 
Israelis don’t really believe in God, just like everybody else. 
But the Bible Turf was under Moslem rule for 1,000 years 
before the British took over following World War I.

In the Moslem World, Freedom of Religion has never 
meant more than toleration of semi-autonomous religious 
communities under the paternal rule of Islam. This concept 
survived the chaotic period of 1948 when the Jewish State 
beat off seven Arab Armies and went into business as 
a government.

One easily imagines the founders o f Israel automatically 
assuming they had to pass a few laws to placate their 
archetype Jewish Grandma.

The Christian and Moslem religious establishments have 
equal status with Judaism as divisions of the State Religion 
Office. So do the Bahai crowd and the arabic Druse sect, 
long the whipping boys of the local Mohammedans. All 
o f these institutions have Equal Rights to interfere with 
the lives o f any Israeli born into their faith. It’s only 
Agnostics and Atheists who do not get representation.

Naturally, nobody but super-orthodox Jewish fanatics 
would have hung around backwater Jerusalem all through 
the centuries and so they became the Israel religious 
establishment in 1948 by sheer weight o f numbers.

The orthodox also went into politics to help keep 
Israel their idea o f Jewish. The religious bloc regularly 
turns out a well-disciplined 15% of the vote. There have 
been printed reports o f Rabbis making wavering supporters 
swear on the Bible that they wouldn’t vote for Ben-Gurion.

Since Israel has proportional representation —  and 18 
parties —  it has always been ruled by a coalition govern
ment. Obviously, the 15% orthodox bloc vote is vital to 
any coalition. The religious parties have therefore kept 
the dominant Mapai party in power.

In many ways, the religious bloc is an ideal coalition 
partner. It gives Mapai a blank check on most issues—  
simply couldn’t care less. But when it comes to voting 
on a religious issue, the orthodox bloc does not intend 
to compromise.

It is widely believed by Israelis that Ben-Gurion gave 
in to the religious parties on civil marriage so that he 
wouldn’t have to stop the Army for morning and evening 
prayers every day.

By the way, the religious bloc is not modest about 
grabbing patronage jobs for the faithful. Any Israel govern-
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Turning an Unsociable Term 
Into a Household Phrase

ment office contains more beards than MacDougal Street 
at semester break.

Enter the good guys. Not all Israelis are willing to live 
in a semi-theocracy without a fight. There is a League 
Against Religious Coercion, its membership top-heavy with 
professors, scientists and the intelligentsia.

Israelis are obsessively determined not to appear chicken. 
And the League’s gung-ho teenagers had some wild slug- 
fests with club-wielding talmudic scholars in 1962 and 
1963. At issue was a ban of all Saturday auto traffic 
along the main street o f Jerusalem.

After a couple o f riots the ban was removed, but it 
is still risky to drive on Saturday in the town’s orthodox 
strongholds. Bricks get thrown . . .

There were lots of bricks thrown when the League 
rented a bus to bring Saturday visitors to Hadassah Hospital 
on the outskirts of Jerusalem. Not enough customers were 
willing to risk a concussion, so the League had to drop 
that idea.

But one in every 25 Israelis signed the League's Free 
Sabbath Petition when the three orthodox religious parties 
got ready to push a stiff new Sabbath Blue Law through 
the legislature. This bill would have closed down all gas 
stations, restaurants and stores as well as transportation 
and entertainment. Violation was to be made a criminal 
offense.

Over 100,000 Israelis went on record with the League 
in opposition to the National Sabbath Bill and the religious 
bloc hasn’t tried for a showdown vote yet. The bill is 
still pending.

The League Against Religious Coercion was revitalized 
after seven famine years in 1962, when a visiting American 
chemical engineer named Alex Hcrshaft sparkplugged a 
demonstration against the Tel Aviv conclave that was draft
ing the National Sabbath Bill. Now back home in Wash
ington D.C., Hcrshaft heads the American Friends of 
Religious Freedom in Israel.

A handful o f Israeli intellectuals saw what was coming 
and formed the League as early as 1950. But hordes 
of immigrants were pouring in from the refugee camps 
with little more than the clothing on their backs. Most 
o f the populace couldn't have cared less about anything 
beyond carving out a bit o f security for their surviving 
relatives. The League stopped functioning in 1956 amid 
the patriotic euphoria o f the Sinai campaign.

After its first burst of militant fervor a la the civil 
rights movement, the League decided that right now the 
greatest gains could be made by taking to the courts. Their 
main legal problem, is that cases on religious abuse entered 
in the civil courts get tossed back to the religious courts, 
whose Rabbi-Judges are not exactly impartial.

The major victory won in court by the League so far 
is a case that establishes the legality of civil marriage— 
if the layman conducting the ceremony follows the Torah 
marriage rites word for word.

The current president o f the League, Dr. Uzi Oman, 
says that a lot o f other cases seeking to legalize civil 
marriage that doesn’t copy the Torah rite are now pending 
before the courts. Oman is a linguisics professor at Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem and a former Irgun underground 
fighter.

One thing the League has on its side is a big supply 
of citizens to serve as plaintiffs and defendants in civil 
marriage test cases. It’s all those anti-religious young kib- 
butzniks who have been shacking up for years and aren’t 
about to suffer social disgrace in the commune because 
of their common-law marriages.
6

[Editor’s note: The following is a verbatim copy o f a 
press release from Rumrill-Hoyt, !nc.\

New York, Sept. 14— Mark B. Logan, a former group 
product manager at WTS-Pharmacraft —  a division of 
Wallace & Tiernan —  now with American Home Products 
Company, today (Thursday) supported the enlightened 
client-agency “team" as the primary force in making a 
product click.

In a talk before the Pharmaceutical Advertising Club 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, Logan described how WTS and 
their agency, Rumrill-Hoyt, Inc. are attempting to turn 
a previously “unsociable" term— “jock itch”— into an 
acceptable and possibly even into a "household” phrase 
with the introduction o f WTS’s newest product, Crucx.

Crucx is a medicated spray-on powder specifically de
veloped for the treatment of Tinea cruris, commonly called 
“jock itch.”

“The promotion efforts behind this introduction,” ac
cording to Logan, "broke a lot, if not all the rules. They 
use humor. The rule is don’t use humor in selling drugs,” 
he said.

"But we had a special problem. Most media would not 
allow use of the term ‘jock itch’ in our copy. We were 
faced with the problem of, ‘How do you say jock itch 
without saying jock itch?’ We believed that humor, if 
handled right, could get attention and indicate better than 
euphemisms what the condition we were talking about was.

"The application of humor in our Cruez advertising 
stemmed from an important lesson learned from our 
agency, Rumrill-Hoyt, who also handles our advertising 
for Desenex, a remedy for athlete’s foot. A thlete’s foot 
has a low level o f interest among doctors, so we constantly 
have to create new, different, and frequently unorthodox 
consumer oriented ads to carry the Desenex message.

“Our agency insisted that doctors were no different from 
any other consumer and were attracted by similar interests.
This is the advantage of having an agency with ‘savy’ (sic] 
on both sides of drug promotion— ethical and consumer.
It was this philosophy and experience that led us to employ 
consumer-like approaches to our drug campaigns.

“We learned a great lesson—that you can do different 
things in medical advertising by treating the doctor, when 
appropriate, the same way you do any other consumer, 
and to constantly look for new ways to communicate old 
products and ideas.” he said.

Commenting on how WTS chose an agency to handle 
Cruex, Logan said:

“Choosing an agency was fairly simple. The Rumrill- 
Hoyt Company had been doing extensive research at their 
own expense. It is their philosophy that the agency should 
share in the risk o f new product development because the 
client has a much larger investment, although the agency 
stands to make a profit before the manufacturer,” he said.

That the Cruex introduction was a team effort was 
expressed by Logan in his concluding remarks:

“You have just seen the results of a joint effort—where 
the agency had solid ideas— and the client had guts to 
accept them and the money to execute them.”
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WE WILL SUFFER.
NO MORE, hum il iations :

WEEKS LATER. "ANOTHER HUMILIATION 
WAS TO OCCUR WHICH WOULD LEAD 
EVENTUALLY TO WAR.
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SYRIA. Vs'AS 
THE WAfife 
B IG G E ST  
ENTHUSIAST. 
BUT WHEN 
THE SHOOTING 
STARTED 
THEY HAD 
TO BE  
CONVINCED  
BY CAIRO 
THAT THE 
ARABS WERE 
VANNING
b e f o r e
JOINING IN.

THE COMMANDING  
6ENERAL OF THE 
NEIGHBORING 
LEBANESE ARM Y  
SOLV ED  THE 
PROBLEM BY 
REFUSING TO 
FIGHT

THE LEBANESE 
CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES 
TO BE
MERCHANTS 
FIRST AND 
ARABS 
SECON D .A

BEIRUTIS UBANONS ttlSWER
to  Miam i bea ch , as if anyone

^ r \ l #
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i h a v e  m y  w h o r e
SISTER'S HEAD N  THIS V

^wicker basket?

CULTURALLY... 
JEAN-PAULSARTRE AND 
SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR (HE$
THE PHILOSOPHER) ARRIVED 
TO GIVE TAUS.MLLE.DE 
BEAUVOIRSPOKE ABOUT 
WOMEN'S R16HTS. M.SARTRE 
SPOKE ABOUT A HALF HOUR. 
#THE BEIRUT MOVIES/THE 
SPY INS LACE PANTIES1'
form erly 'th e  g l a s s  bottom
BOAT* AND ‘SEX, SEX AND THE 
SIN6LE GIRL* FORMERLY‘SEX 
AND THE SINGLE GIRL*
ALSO TWICE A WEEK 
THE BACCHUS NIGHTCLUB 
HOLDS COCK FIGHTS.

entree
r a e i s

MY WIFE 
BOUGHT 
AN ALMANAC 
FROM THE 
LEBANESE 
BOOKSTORE 
IN THE 
AMERICAN 
EMBASSY 
ONLY TO 
DISCOVER...

LATER ON I WAS 
TO FIND AN OLD 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
WITH A MAP OF 

THE NEAR EAST IN 
WHICH SOMEONE

r mad stamped
OCCUPIED PALESTINE' 
ALL OVER ISRAEL’S  

SILHOUETTE.
THAT WAS IN 

(JERUSALEM, JORDAN 
TODAY KNOWN AS 

"OCCUPIED JORDAN"
I IMA6INE.
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THEN, JORDAN 
HAD THE OLD 

G u y  OF 
JERUSALEM, 

THE TOURIST 
HALF.

ON  EACH  
HISTORIC 
SITG IS 
BUILT A 
CHURCH 
AND EVERY 
CHURCH HAS 
A TICKET 
OFFICE.

THE 
M A N DE IBA U M  
GATE IN  
JERUSALEM  
WAS THE  
ONLY PLACE 
IN THE  
ARAB WORLD 
WHERE TOUR
I S T S  COULD  
"CROSS OVER" 
EITHER TO 
OR FROM 
ISRAEL, SO  
LONG AS 
YOU W EREN’T 
JEWISH.

AN ISRAELI 
STAMP IN 
YOUR PASS- 
-PORTAUTO* 
•MATICALLY 
BARRED  
YOU FROM 
THE OTHER 
ARAB COUNT 

•RJES AND 
YOU COULD 
EYENBE 
ASKED TO 
PRODUCE A 
"CERTIFICATE 
OF REUdOM'
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IN THE MENS s m s  CLOTHING [XJMMl&S WEAR CALIFORNIA 
CREW-CUTS WITH SPORT SHIRTS OPEN NECKED OVER DOUBLE 
BREASTED SUITS AND THICK YELLOW CREPE  SO L E D  SHOES. 
ALSO WHITE V-NECKED SWEATERS WITH A RED AND BLUE 
STRIPE ON THE NECK AND CUFFS WORN OVER A SHIRT AND 
BOW TIE. ON THE STREETS, CAR MAKES THAT HAVE CEASED  
TO EXIST-KAISER. FRA S E R , HENRY J .  HUDSON AND DESOTO.

JEAN-PAUL SARTRE AND SIMONE 
DE BEAUVIOR ARRIVED AND WERE 
TREATED LIKE V ISIT IN 6 HEADS  
OF STATE. PRESIDENT N A SSER  
H IM SELF SHOWED THEM T H E  
A SW A N  DAM WHICH MR.SARTRE 
SIMPLY LOVED! M ISS DE BEAUVIOR 
SA ID  IN HER  TALK THAT NOT 
ENOUGH WAS BEING DONE TO 
WARDS FURTHERING WOMENS 

R16HTS.

©
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WHAT MAKES ISRAEL 
S O  UNBEARABLE TO 
THE ARABS IS  HER 

SUCCESS.

(  I'M T‘RED OF H tAR iN to ; V ,
I "MIRACLE IN THE DESERT-iXOK 

BETWEEN ALL THOSE PLANTS AND

FIRST A HUNGARIAN JEW PLANTED THE WHEAT THAT AN 
AFRICAN JEW  HARVESTED AND DELIVERED TO THE BURMESE 
JEW WHO GROUND IT INTO FLOUR BO THAT A JEW FROM 
IRAN GOULD BAKE IT INTO BREAD. THEN A RUSSIAN JEW  
DRIVING A M il  TRUCK DONATED BY AN AMERICAN JEW 
DELIVERED THE BREAD TO A NEEDY ARAB VILLAGE JUST 
S O  THEY CAN THROW GARBAGE OUT THE WINDOW.

TAKE FREUD TO EINSTEIN, 
EINSTEIN TO SPINOZA AND
s p in o z a  t a k e s  > o u  r i g h t  

JO THE HELENA RUBENSTEIN ] 
PAVILION, r ---
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m is c e l l a n y

A STAR OF DAVID CHALKED ON A WAUL AND ITHOUGHT FOR
A minute ir was ANn-S£M*nc. jean-n u l sartre AND
SIMONE DE BFAJJVOR ARRIVED. SHE IN HER TURBAN AND 
WEDGIES LOOKED UK£ SOMETHING OUT OF AN OLD JOAN 
CRAWFORD MOVIE. DURING THE PURlM FESTIVAL ONE CHILD 
WAS DRESSED AS THE POPE. IN ElATH A CITY REPRESENTATIVE 
MEETING WITH THE H IPPIES TO TELL THEM TO KEEP TO 
THEMSELVES FLIPPED OUT WHEN SO M EO N E  MENTIONED 
GHETTOS ' -  HE HADN’T FORGOTTEN. NEITHER HAD THE 
ISRAELI W R ITERS GUILD WHO REFUSED TO RECEIVE 
GUNTHER GRASS. IN BEERSHEBA, WHILE BARGAINING WITH 
AN ARAB MERCHANT,, HE SA ID  TACTFULLY: "D O N ’T BE 
SCOTCH ." SIMONE DC BEAUVOIR SAID SHE WOULD UK.E TO 
SEE MORE EQUALITY FOR ISRAELI WOMEN.
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ONE DAY 
ISRAEL  
SHOT DOWN 
SOM E  SYRIAN  
MISS THAT 
HAD BEEN  
HARRASSIN6 
ITS AIR SPACE, 
INCLUDING 
THE ONE WITH 
WOODEN ROCKETS. 
AN EMBARRASSED  
SYRIA CLAIMED  
ISRAEL WAS 
ABOUT TO 
MARCH AND 
INVOKED ITS 
MUTUAL DEFENCE 
FACT WITH EGYPT.
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Turned-on Versions o f how Great Poets might 
have written during a Zonked-Out 

Inspirational High 
by John Francis Putnam

DON’T WASTE IT, MAN!
Cannabis surprised us, floating over the 
Schrecklischkeit in a shower of surmise.
We stopped and felt our fibres glow:
“Ravies avec insolence vers les cieux.”
Some shabby Levantine will bless us yet 
With unction and a hashish-filled cigar.
The weed was manicured in some drab 
Lambeth dive, quare tristis incedo?
Wrapped in crisp incunabulac the joint 
Blew us past Wapping and 
The cries of lost Phoenician boys. Stoned 
I sat upon the shore and dreamed 
1 lived in a shanty, shanty, shanty.

T. S. Eliot

BROKLYN, MANHATTAN & THE ZONKED
Bridge of highs above the whirling mist 
Now seaward driven, gull wrung with the 
Cry heard downward to the swirl of harbors 
Blasted out of mind, my elegant senses 
In dreaming Brooklyn awoke to Jersey Silver,
Breached the span of watered images 
With smoke a shroud about my head.

Hart Crane

Of Catorbury Green y-clept it was,
For smokinge hadd it no comparisoun 
Wyth London Greye or Calais Red.
Ful wonderly deliver did hee wende,
His eyen steepe and rollinge in his heade,
And swetely did hee dragge and swetely 
Floate and eke was turned on as I rote,
Hys minde bc-wych&d and hys soul content.

Geoffrey Chaucer

JESUIT RAGA

Over the riding kingdom of fair, fond 
Gentled frenzy, aloft in a poise 
Of wonder, harbinger senses wilful-wild 
Blasting the hardy, reasoned mind 
To hempen hallows adrift and ah .. .

brightly aware! 
Gerard Manly Hopkins, S.J.

INDIAN DIG!
Sec the gentle Hiawatha,
Take the flimsy Wheaten paper,
T an  and crisp, the L a C r o ix  paper,
Even-burning, edge-gummed paper,
Licking it with serpent’s silver 
Tongue of quickness, like the adder,
Then with dancing fingers spreading 
Happy grass along the paper,
Sifted leaves without the seeds in,
Lovely psychedelic wampum.

Henry W. Longfellow

POTCHIN PLACE
never you tickle my hempen brain 
nodding through utterly acres of swoon 
(in pomps or assertion and glories of now) 
seasonal cripples cxactingly zonked 
din soft intentions in |X>rches of roach

e e cummings

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST 
AS A YOUNG HEAD

High, in the tingle sinew of my years,
Stoned on a hill in Wales with rooks 
And mad daws screaming, one fine randy 
Evening above the mists, zonked in my 
Fibres I abused the lilies rotting 
In my head while foxes bled in the thickets 
And Grass shall be my dominion!

Dylan Thomas

THE CANNABYS TAYLES
A clerke thcr was, a wantoun and a heade 
That rolled hempen weede full fetishly,

16

CLOSET SCENE
An inward grace 
To smoke upon 
Delights the secret eye:
Pot in the closet stokes 
Involuntary sighs.

Blown treasures of
The private mind
Arc stoned before they flee:
No join t’s too nimble to escape 
Hallucinated me.

Emily Dickenson

LEAVES, STALKS & SEEDS OF GRASS
I welcome smoke to every organ and to every attribute 

of me filling my bags of peaceful intentions,
Calm over benign America to hug everlasting bed-fellows 

to my stretch and continental reach,
Cannabis spans me across all possession, I am satisfied— 

I see, dance, laugh and sing.
Walt Whitman 
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