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Tokyo Theater Turns On 

Avant-Garde Artists Tell It Like It Is 

This issue of (#13) was 
written & published in Tokyo, Dec '67 
Subscribers to OS receive 20 mailings 
annually, at least a dozen prepared 
by the editor & mailed from wherever 
he happens to be. Subscriptions cost 
S6 annually ($7 foreign), should be 
sent to Box 8, Village P.O., New York 
100~4. Please make out checks not to 
Other Scenes but to JOHN WILCOCK. 

Though some of Tokyo's off
G .in z a, so - called avant-garde 
theater groups are still mired in 
heavy Sartrian existentialism and 
the most turgid so.rt of European 
intellectualism, several lively new 
troupes (gekidan) that have sprung • 
up in the past couple of years 
have graduated from Sartre and 
have begun .zestfully explodng the 
pop world of the 1960's and 
ahead. 

These gekidan are doing some
thing I believe has never before 
been done in Japan, which is why 
I call them revolutionary. J\nd 
the revolution is just begi1µ1ing, as 
these small troupes proliferate like 
rabbits; the theater world here is 
exploding_, 

The best of the new groups are 
bold, imaginative and original. 
They are telling it like it is' now; 
they are the real voice of modern 
Japan, a postwar Japan sure 
enough of itself to be able for 
the first time to take off and· put 
down the national hangups. Angry, 
heavy-handed intellectualizing is •-,r-'---:c------JJi]J_ll'f;:fltlIJt======~b-:;~ ,---------. 
out; the cool, light touch is in. I" ~ 

Dear Frie nds: This, the last issue of OTHER 
SCENES for 1967, is being produced in con
junction with the month-old SHINJUKU SUTRA, 
Japan's first underground newspaper. Thanks 
also, as usual, to Amber for help in editing 
and typing. 

My plans for nex.t year are to 
continue sending OTHER SCENES from various 
parts of the world - London, Amsterdam, Ath~ 
ens, California. & New York. The first few 
issues will once again report on the fast
changing California scene and some others 

Their slogan is "We'll· try any
thing." They recognize no 
sacred cows. All the Establish
ment virtues, past and present, 
are grist to their mill. They use 
techniques and deal with themes 
their elders .never could have 
touched. The Japanese stage is 
about as free as anywhere and 
exhibits quite a lot of bare flesh, 
like the natural think· it is. Either 
the Japanese censors don't know 
or don't care. (After all, this is 
th·e • c01,10try of not only topless 
but nude bars. The Japanese have 
never been inclined to do anything 
halfway .... ) 

will, inevitably come from New York, although Headquartets for most experi
these days I find so many other places more mental \heater and for the under-
congenial ground· art movement (~hich the 

• Japanese abbreviate to "ungra") in 
In addition to the issues pre- general is Shinjuku, Tokyo's 

pared by myself I subscribers will continue equivalent of the Village plus. 
to receive other avant garde publications There's something here for swing-

ers of all sexes. .And here is 
and, before the year is thru I hope to be a- where most avant-garde theater 

ble to announce plans for the creation of a happens. 

new international publication which (hope- The troupe I know best· is a 
fully) will appear -~imul taneously in four youngster of le~s than a year, 

"Tenjo-Saijiki," which means the 
countries• gallery-the cheapest seats of a 

Please let me hear from you. theater, just under the roof. It 
All letters sent to my New York address (Box calls itself "a laboratory of play," 

8, Vl..llage P.O., NYC l001 4) will catch up which describes it as well as any 
:::,ther tag. And with its four 

with me sooner or later and I will try to ,lays so ·far it has established a 
answer every letter I get. If you have not olid and growing reputation. 

yet re-subscribed for 1968, you might like Tenjo-Sajiki is the brainchild of 
( 6 32-year-old Shuji Terayama, a 

to do BO now• Send $ to Dave Robbins, 15 formidably energetic and prolific 
Winthrop Road, Somerset, NJ 08873, along a- poet, novelist, essayist,.playwright, 
with your address label.) commentator and fil!Il maker who 

has received several. Japanese and 
Sincerely, international awards for plays and 

John Wilcock Tokyo, Dec/,67 short _movies. He is well knowp 
in Japan, particularly among 
young people, and should be bet
ter known abroad. For he is a 
truly imaginative, ·inventive and 
original young man; this shows in 
ais Tenjo-Sajiki productions. 
which have already established ~ 
distinctive style unlike that of the 
p!ays of any otl,ier gekidan. 

The Tenjo-Sajiki plays, all writ
ten by Terayama, are pop comedy 
in format. But their comedy al
ways conceals a serious, even 
tragic theme and alw·ays make a 
trenchant comment on the human 
condition and mo~e specifically 
on some facet of modern-and 
.,.i,ticularly Japanese-society. 

That is another virtue of Tera
yama's work: its J apanese-ness. 
There is ample material in Japan 
for comedy and satire, and Tera 
yama, along with some other 
young men, does not feel that he 
must ape European or American 
models, though of course he will 
adapt anything, from anywhere, 
that makes for more effective 

theater. It would be as parochial 
to use nothing from abroad ,as to 
shun everything indigenous as in< 
ferior. But Terayama's work as 
a whole is not a copy of anyqne 
else's. And every play so far 

(the next is "A Thousand and 
One Nights, Shinjuku Edition " 
scheduled for January, i968) ls 
new, so that Tenjo-Sajiki is 
building up a unique repertoire. 

The most successful play so far 
was "La Marie-Vison" (Kegawa 
no Mari, or \farie in Fur), pro
duce<l in Se.:,tember, 1967. About 
a fortyish transvestite, depicted 
brilliantly by the cham~n singer 
Akihiro Maruyama (who • nor
mally sings in drag), it featured 
an all-male cast. Drag is. of 
course • quite in keeping. with J apa
riese theater tradition (all-male 
Noh and Kabuki, all-girl Takara
zuka) as well as with the trend 
of the times (lots of drag enter
tai_nment in Tokyo these days as 
well as in other theater .capitals 
such as .London and New York). 

Although "Marie" could be en
joyed purely as • farce, Terayama 
did not use drag to titillate or 
merely for effect-he never does 
anything merely for effect, though 
he certainly realizes the salutary 
value . of shocking people out of' 
their complacency-but to illust
rate the problem of sexual am
biguity and of ambiguity in gene.. 
ral and the ill-defined border be
tween truth and falsehood, reality 
and illusion. • 

Another group to watch calls 
itself the "Situation Theater" 
(Jokyo Gekijo). In the past year 
it has produced three zany, campy 
entertainments-they ~re really too 
loose and episodic to be c11lled 
plays. - They too are very Japa
nese, with a 1qt of "in" joke's that 
would be lost on anyone not fair
iy ·,familiar with Japan past and 
present. But they also contain 
enough action and visual humor 
to keep anyone's boredom at bay. 
And their delfghttul irreverence 
comes through loud and clear to 
anyone who is turned on even a 
'' ·•1e . 

One effort was "Long John 
Silver"-a sort of farcical '\'Wait
ing for Godot" set in Japan, if 
you can imagine such a thing. 
Their most· recent production' was 
staged in a· tent erected in the 
grounds of a shrine in' the heart 
of Shinjuku. The actors • moved 
freely among the spectators, who 
sat • on the· ground, thus extending 
the "stage" to • include th.em. 

"Hakicen no Kai,'~ literally "Dis
covery Group," i~ another of the 
c9ol tro_upes. I've only- seen· one 
of their plays so far, "How to 
Make Cockroaches" (Gokiburi ·no 
Tsukurik!),ta), cockroaches . repre
senting .the man of the future .. It 
was savage,-phallic; scu'rriious and 
funny, thou·gh rough and uneven, 
often even crude. Unfortunately 
the. playwright did not realize that 
most ]okes that are funny the first 
time are merely tedious the third 
time. But at le.ist the Hakken 
people ar.e unconventional and 

irreverent, which is a step in the 
right direction. . 

Really effective avant-garde 
theater cannot afford, especially 
in ·comedy, to be- reverent about 
anything, for if it is, it becomes 
sententious,' and if is then shatter
ing one set of idols merely to set 
up others in the_ir place. True 
iconoclasm· cannot be· a sometime 
thing. 

Too much modern Japanese 
theater still is sententious, but 
the handwriting jg on the wall. 
The troupes I have mentioned and 
a few more have realized that 
the light touch is more effective 
than heavy-handed preaching
(which is a form of bullying), ·for 
a former disarms the audience 
so that it swallows its medicine 
without even knowing it. 

"Avant-garde" is really a mis
nomer for these . gekidan. of for 
anyone else experimenting in tho 
arts. Actually, • the avant-garde 
are the only people living in_ the 
now, the only people that re
cognize the shape of present. It 
is not that they .. are leadin&. the, 
olllers, but that the mass of pee,. 
pie, slow and torpid l_ike any maSS', 
is lagging about a generation be:
hind. 

Suzy ·Trumbull 
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~ The yearly income of the Fumio Amahara family is well above the 
0 1965 average'of $3,986, which places them in Japan's highest income 
~ group. In fact, Mr. Amahara's income is over $10,000 a year, which puts 
~ his family in the nation's top 1 percent. The family home is a 10-room 
cu house in "pure" Japanese style with a landscaped garden plus a lawn 
~ that extends about 30 feet beyond the back of the house. 
~ As one enters the house, there is a Western-style combination study 
~ and sitting room on the left. This and the small kitchen in the .back are 
~ the only rooms with board floors. The main rooms of the house consist 

of two IO-tatami rooms connected by sliding paper panels and looking 
out across a wood-floor passageway into the garden. There is a Japanese
stylr bath at the rear of the house that is heated by city gas. The toilet 
is Japanese;-style flush-that is, the user squats over it rather than sitting 
on the top of a bowl. There is a telephone in the hallway near the sitting 
room and an xtension in the kitchen. The Amaharas have a full-time 
maid who lives in. Amahara's son commutes to Tokyo University and 
has his own combination bedroom and study room facing the back yard. 
It is a tatami-matted room, but he has a Western-style desk and chair for 
studying. 

Mr. Amahara's day begins at about 8, when the maid calls him for 
breakfast. Younger members of the family often eat toast and eggs and 
drink milk for breakfast, but he prefers the traditional bean curd, miso 
(soybean paste) soup, rice, and pickled vegetables-with a small piece 
of grilled fish or fish roe. The company car calls for him at 9 o'clock. 
With the rapidly worsening traffic problem, it takes him approximately 
an hour to reach his office in downtown Tokyo. En route he reads the 
Nihon Keizai Shimbun (Japan Economic Journal), the country's leading 

business newspaper, and some trade papers connected with his business. 

Mr. Amahara is the owner-president of a medium-sized firm making 
precision machinery. In the past ten years his company staff has tripled 
in size and sales have gone up over a thousand percent. 

Shortly after Mr. Amahara leaves for the office, his son, using the 
family car, drives Mrs. Amahara, an attractive woman of forty-five, to 
one of Tokyo's most exclusive beauty shops. Over the next two hours 

The Japanese as Consumers by Boye de Mente and Fred 
Tnomas Perry, from which this article was condensed, 
has just been published in Tokyo by John Weatherhill 
Inc. and in New York b/ Walker & Company. 

she receives a permanent and manicure, which costs about $15. She tips 
the beautician $1.50, then goes across the street to the Matsuzakaya 
Department Store, where she buys about $100 worth of merchandise. 

After driving his mother to the Ginza beauty shop, Amahara's son 
spends his day preparing for a trip to the mountains with two school 
friends. He seldom attends lectures at the university, preferring to study 
on his own. He has an impressive array of mountaineering equipment, 
most of which is new and which he keeps clean and polished. 

The Amaharas' daughter is not home. She has taken advantage of the 
sunny August day to go to the beach south of Yokohama with several 
school friends. The trip takes about an hour and a half each way. She and 
her friends go first-class because they know the other coaches will be 
packed with fussing children and beach-hatted parents carrying large 
bundles containing everything they will need for a day at the beach. 

At 6:30 everyone gathers for the evening meal except Mr. Amahara, 
who is dining out Vlith business associates, as he does about four nights 
a week. The evening meal consists of rice, clear broth, pickled white 
radishes, a chicken leg for everyone, Chinese dumplings, and a salad of 
lettuce and tomatoes, followed by Japanese green tea and honeydew 
melon. 

Mr. Amahara returns home at about 10 o'clock by company car and 

watches the late news on television before bathing and retiring. All of 
the family sleep on futon floor mattresses, but the son has his parents' 
consent to buy a bunk bed for his room. 

In all, the Amahara family spends about $300 a month on food, cloth
ing, and utilities. In addition, they spend about $250 a month on recrea
tional activities, not including what the company pays for in the case of 
Mr. Amahara. The maid costs approximately $70 a month. This leaves 
an ample balance for other expenses and savings. 

Group II: The Upper Middle Class 

Koji Uehara is forty-eight years old. He has one son, nineteen years 
old, and a daughter of sixteen. The son attends Keio University, his 
father's alma rnater. Uehara is a department head in one of the oldest 
and largest electrical equipment manufacturing companies in Japan. Al
though he was trained in law, he is head of the export department. His 

. yearly income, including bonuses, is over $2,700, so he is clearly in the 
upper middle class. In about two years automatic annuai increases in 
his salary will put him well into the highest income bracket. 

Uehara's home is located in Tokyo's posh Setagaya Ward. It is a 
6-room Japanese-style house with a small yard in the rear. 

Uehara rents his home from his company, which leases it from the 
owner. The company pays the owner the market price and then rents it 
to Uehara at a nominal fee. This way both the company and Uehara can 
save on taxes, and he can live in a neighborhood consistent with his 
status as a department head in a large, well-known company. Uehara's 
golf-club membership fee, which amounted to almost as much as he 
makes in two years, was also paid for by his company as a business ex
pense. He pays the monthly dues out of his company entertainment ex
pense account (settai-hi), which amounts to nearly half as much as his 
monthly saiary. 

A company car picks Uehara up every morning, although recently the 
company has stopped providing him with the same benefit when he is 
detained by company obligations in the evening. Instead, he is now sup
plied with coupons allowing him to utilize cabs at company expense. On 
the average, Uehara takes business associates out to restaurants and 
cabarets three nights a week or is himself invited out by them. Not much 
if any business is discussed at these eating and drinking bouts, but Ue
hara feels it is necessary in order to maintain good business relations. 
Also, the practice pro·:ides him with the opportunity to enjoy expensive 
leisure-time activities that he otherwise couldn't afford. 

With all the popular home appliances to make her housework easier 
and the children old enough to take care of themselves, Mrs. Uehara 
spends quite a bit of time away from home during the day. She partic
ularly likes to go to parties and exhibitions and attends some benefit 
affairs. The son is a member of the Keio University baseball team and 
spends most of his spare time playing ball. In addition to her regular 
school, the daughter also attt!nds evening classes in English and is busy 
from morning until late at night with school activities. 

The Uehara family's total monthly expenditures range from $160 to 
Sl 75. Of this, they spend about $73 on food. Although their main diet 

consists of rice and small side dishes, they like meat and other "Western" 
foods, and eat them in small quantities several times a week. Uehara 
likes foreign-made liquor and keeps several bottles in a sitting room 
decorated and furnished Weste;:n style. He received most of the liquor 
as year-end gifts from business contacts but bought some of it at a 
department store. 

Although Uehara is well aware that his income puts him in the upper 
middle class, the family still has to live according to a careful budget. He 
still faces the financial burden of putting his children through their last 
years of college and contributing to their wedding expenses. Then he 
bas to be concerned about a retirement house for himself and his wife by 
the time he reaches fifty-eight, his company's mandatory retirement age. 



Group III: The Middle Class 

Takashi Nakahara is an assistant section head in the personnel de
partment of a small paper-manufacturing company located on the out
skirts of Nagoya. He is thirty-eight years old and is almost certain to be 
promoted to department head by the time he is forty-two. Nakahara was 
born and raised in Kofu City, a few hours west of Tokyo, and was grad
uated from a prefectural university with a degree in economics. His yearly 
income is approximately $2,000. He has two children, aged eight and ten. 

Eight years ago Nakahara was lucky enough, after several unsuccess
ful attempts, to win a lottery for a government-owned apartme~t. ~e 
apartment consists of three small rooms and a tiny kitchenette. Smee his 
income has been rising steadily for the past several years, he is afraid ~e 
may soon be asked to vacate the apartment. Should this happen, he will 
delay moving out, short of fighting the matter out in court, for as long 
as possible. His company will not provide him with housing until he 
reaches the level of department head, and he knows that if he moves out 
of the government apartment he won't be able to find anything nearly 
as good at the same price. 

Mrs. Nakahara does all her shopping for daily necessities on the local 
shopping street and at the supermarket located near a train station, some 
15 minutes' walk away. She goes shopping every day, sometimes coming 
home only with the day's loss-leader from the supermarket and a few 
fresh vegetables from the shopping street. 

The Nakaharas are constantly besieged by door-to-door salesmen sell
ing ~~erything from beds to children's educational toys. But with the 
small apartment already crowded with a television set, two chests of • 
drawers, a study desk for the children, a sewing machine, a large floor 
fan and a number of other miscellaneous items, there is no more room. 
Besides, they bought a small refrigerator (which takes up more than half 
of the open space in the kitchenette) a year ago and are still paying on 
it. They have a washing machine also, but it doesn't work and they can't 
get parts for it because the manufacturer discontinued that particular 
model. It was only three years old when it broke down, and they are try
ing to decide whether or not to buy a new one. 

Nakahara doesn't belong to a golf club yet, but on occasional Sundays 
he plays a practice round at a nearby course constructed in a riverbed 
where the land cannot be used for housing or factories. On most other 
Sunday mornings Nakahara takes his children to a park or kiddieland. 
These places are almost always terribly crowded, and he is exhausted by 
the time they return home. He spends the rest of the day watching tele
vision and resting up for another week at the office. 

Nakahara gets up a little after 7 every workday morning and leaves 
the apartment for his office at 8 o'clock. He walks IO minutes to the 
train station, transfers twice en route, and arrives at his company just ' 
in time to beat his superior, who regularly arrives at 9 :30. 

Nakahara and his family spend about $50 a month on food, which 
they religiously supplement with vitamin pills. Nakahara knows their 
diet contains too many starches and not enough proteins. But because 
they must save for the future and keep up appearances in the apartment 
housing area, food is the only thing they can conserve on. Retirement is 
still some 20 years off for Nakahara, but he has already begun to think 
about it and plan his life accordingly. He is constantly plagued by the 
fear that something will happen to the economy of Japan, putting an end 
to the annual bonuses and salary increases which have allowed him to 
raise his living standard to its present level. 

Group IV: The Lower Middle Class 

Keiji Shimo hara a blue-collar employee of a textile factory in the out
skirts of Osaka, makes $1,500 a year, counting his two annual bonuses. 
Shimohara regards himself as a member of the lower middle class and 
does not expect to rise any higher because he was unable to attend col
lege. His wife has recently given birth to their second child, making him 
the father of two children at the age of thirty-five, which is about average 
for men in his age group. 

The Shimoharas consider themselves lucky because they live in hous
ing provided by the company. Every time Shimobara hears how much 
rent some of his acquaintances have to pay, he is glad his company is 
able to take care of this problem for him. He hopes that what he saves 
in rent will be enough to send his son to college and thereby assure him 
-0f a white-collar job and a higher standard of living. Both of Shimo
bara's children will be getting married just about the time he reaches 
fifty-five, his company's retirement age. Looking ahead, Shimohara can 
-expect to receive approximately $6,000 from his company as a retirement 
.allowance. He knows this will not be enough to build a retirement house 
and see himself and his wife through their old age, so the family carefully 
budgets all expenditures and saves a little over half of his twice-a-year 
bonuses. 

The company apartment in which the Shimoharas live is made up of 
two rooms, 4½ and 6 mats, and a combination kitchenette and dining 
room. The apartment building is a two-story wooden structure located 
within walking distance of the textile factory where Shimohara works .. 

Kunio Takahashi 

Shimohara met his wife at the plant, where she was a machine operator. 
His own section head was the go-between for the marriage. 

Although the textile industry has not attained its prewar eminence, 
Shimohara's company has managed to operate at a profit by going into 
synthetics. Shimohara works 44 hours a week, which includes half a day 
-0n Saturday. He belongs to a baseball team sponsored by the company 
.and often plays on the company ball diamond for an hour or so after 
work. Mrs. Shimohara keeps busy all day with the young baby, house
work, and shopping for bargains. 

Shimohara's family expenses for food, clothing, housing, and miscel
laneous items come to about $90 a month. Total expenditures for all 
food items amount to about $40 a month. Shimohara's lunch is sub
sidized by the company, so he gets by on about 30 cents' pocket money 
a day, half of which goes for cigarettes. He plans to cut down on his 
smoking to help save enough extra money to take his family on a two
day trip to visit h.is parents in Kyushu at the end of the year. The Shimo
haras bought their television set on credit through his company. 

Mrs. Shimohara does most of the family shopping at the nearest shop
ping street, which is a IO-minute bus ride away. To save on transporta-
tion she buys a three-month commuter pass. She is envious of house
wives who can walk to their local shopping centers in only a few minutes. 
They are able to save both time and money as well as get the freshest 
vegetables every day. 

Shimohara has received a pay raise and a larger bonus each year for 
the past eight years. He has heard, however, that things in the textile 
business are not good, and such increases may soon be a thing of the 
past. His wife tells him at the same time that the prices of rice and vege
tables are rising steadily. He knows this is true because he recentJy read 
in the newspaper that the price of vegetables was up almost 160 percent 
over the level of five years ago. At the end of each month when his wife 
adds up their expenditures from her daily records, she often expresses 
the fear that they will soon have to begin dipping into their savings to 
make ends meet. Shimohara listens with concern, but he is unable to see 
what he can do about it 

Group V: The Poor 

Saigo Kawahara and his wife represent Japan's lowest income group. 
Kawahara is the youngest son in a southern Kyushu farm family of two 
girls and three boys. The second son left the farm to work in a factory in 
Osaka and has not been heard from for over two years. Kawahara's old
est brother will inherit the tiny family farm when his father, who is in 
his early seventies, passes away. Although Kawahara has been tempted 
to seek employment in a nearby cement plant that just opened up, he 
continues to work on the farm because his father is old and his brother 
can't do all the work alone. 

Half of the Kawahara farm is paddy land, used to grow two crops of 
rice a year. The other half is devoted to a kind of r~dish that is grated 
and made into a condiment. Other types of vegetables for family con
sumption are raised on odd bits of land here and there. All together, the 
Kawaharas raise over half of what they eat. 

The nearest town, with shops selling department-store-type merchan
dise, is about one hour away by train. None of the roads in the neigh
borhood of the farm are paved. They are dusty when it is dry and muddy 

when it is wet. The local train station is about three miles from the Ka
wahara farm. The local agricultural association maintains a small office 
there which Kawahara occasionally visits to talk to a friend from school 
days. 

Kawahara went only as far as junior high school. The biggest event 
of his school years was a trip his class took to the prefectural capital. 
When he was twenty-four, Kawahara married a girl from a nearby vil
lage, at which time he and his bride were given a room of their own in 
his parents' home. He resents the lack of privacy and the other problems 
that arise from having to live with his parents, but there is nothing he 
can do about it without leaving the farm. 

The total income from the farm is about $1,000 a year, and he seldom 
has any cash to spend for anything. Both of Kawahara's sisters are mar
ried, so there are seven persons in the house: his parents, his older 
brother and his two children, himself, and his wife. His older brother's 
wife died almost two years ago. 

Family expenditures for food, clothing, heat, light, and other miscel
laneous items amount to about $50 a month. The family diet consists 
mainly of large quantities of yams and greens, with an occasional egg. 
Because rice is their only cash crop, it is not eaten daily. Cooking is done 
with charcoal, which the family manufactures itself. Occasionally a ped
dler will pass through the area selling small kitchen utensils and miscel
laneous articles. There is also a shop carrying small quantities of general 
merchandise in front of the train station. 

Kawahara curses his luck for not having been able to go on to senior 
high school and thereby qualify for a job with the local prefectural office 
or some commercial firm in the prefectural capital. 

lilJ 



After their love affair, a came1aman 
indicated that she was in fact 1 ~ndif
ferent to sex. She confessed that 
she was violated by her step father 
at her fifteen and left home. She 
conceived but it was not his baby. \ 
After he r~turn~d ~rom. trip to O'\saka ''. 
he received an 1nv1. tation ,card tp a 1 \ 

cool par,ty,from Akira. Ak~ra sho~wed l 
him Sachiko' s dead body 11tlurned 11 by /} 

. I I . 
dry ice. That was h1s hbppen1n; • 
Akira said he failed to go mad. ~he 
cameraman got upset but Akira sa1.d 

l 11 
11Don' t be angry. Let's _11;0 coo • 

I 
- . I 
Slffl'•~r"\. 
'f!l ,Jl I!!}~ 

COOL MURDER by Kazuo Wakui 

Sachiko Kurata is a third rated TV 
actress like a leopardess pursuing 
games in TV jungle. She asked cam
eraman to take her pictures in order 
to publish a photo album at her own 
expense for her own advertisement 
and present it to TV men and her fan. 
A cameraman suggested her that being 
tactile was more effective than PR by 
a photo book, in other words, she had 
better dash against sponsors or ad a
gency with her own body. She immedi
ately carried out his suggestion to 
him. Then, a boy named Akira was 
peering their lovemaking. He had gi
ven the pills to her. He is not in
terested in real lovemaking. He can 
get sexual feeling in Go-Go, psyche
delic sound, and zazen. He has a 
plan of happening, 'Going mad.' 

Cameraman: 11 S akko • 
... You are cool in 
sex, to .... " 

Sachiko: "What!? •11 

C: 11Aren' t you 
indifferent to sex 
at heart ? 11 

32 
~,,,,,~ 

-~ "Why 
, do --y~u see such a thing? 

Sensei .... 11 C: "I have played 
with a high-class call girl. Though she 
looked coquettish, she was plain and 
irksome. You are also that kind of girl 

S: 11Dear me!? 11 C: 11Probably your 
boys with ro~gh sense could not be aware 
of it in free-sex with you. I suppose 
those fellows cannot taste sex-deeply. 11 

S: 11Wh;-.t's wrong with me? Teach me it 
tactually again." I(cameraman) warmed 
up ~er heart and body releasing her clo
sed feeling. She swooned soon. 



ginal structure had burned down, Tet

suzo Inumaru was appointed manager 
learning his trade as a kitchen helper 

in Shanghaik a window cleaner in Lon

don, a potato-peeler in Paris and a 

cook at New York's Waldorf Astoria. 

Inumaru, now 80 years old, and own

er of the Imperial is somewhat of a 

legend in hotel circles. Once, when 
Japanese right-wingers crashed a West

ern dinner at the hotel and threatened 

to make trouble had had the orchestra 
play the Japanese national anthem "Ki

migayo" and led them quietly out after 

they'd finished standing to attention. 

More recently he proved how hip he 

is to new ideas by almost single-hand
edly pushing through plans for Tokyo's 

monorail which brings passengers from 
Haneda airport to downtown Tokyo in 

17 minutes, about one-third of the 
time it takes by airport bus or taxi. 

Supposedly Inumaru had always boasted 

in his ads that the Imperial Hotel was 

only 15 minutes from the airport and 
when increasing traffic made his boast 

unrealistic he solved the problem by 

providing alternative transport. 

Originally the plan was to invite 
vast numbers of guests and friends a

long and give them hammers to help 
with the demolition, but the outcry 

about the building's demise has made 

the owners quite sensitive to criti
cism and so it will be demolished in 

the ordinary way although Inumaru ~as 

announced his willingness to cooper
ate with any organizations that want 

to preserve parts of the structure. 

ONE HUNDRED' MILLION 
passengers have journeyed by 
the New Toka1do Linc since 
its opening on October 1, 1964. 

During this time there has 
not been a single accident re
sulting in death or injury. 

In the first sLx months after 
"the world's fastest train" was 
put in service, the daily av-!!.'• 
age of passengers was 60,500. 
By the time November . 1965 
rolled around, the daily ave1·
agc had gone up to 100,000. 

On Sunday, March 26 this 
year, a new one-day record was 
established when 238,178 pas
sengers were carried on the 
"Shinkansen." 

At the start, Hikari (Light) 
covered the 515-kilometer C3&0 
miles) distance between Tokyo 
and Osaka in four hours. Thir
teen months later, the running 
time was shortened to the pres
ent three hours and 10 min
utes. 

A~ the same time, the origi
nal schedule of 30 round trips 
daily was increased to 55. 

¥ * * 
ACCORDING TO JTB's Eng

lish language "Japan Travel 
Companion," Page 18, Hikari is 
"SEX." 

"How can that be?" might 
be the first reaction of most 
passengers. For example, not 
once during frequent rides on 
Hikari has my seat companion 
turned out to be a glamorous 
miniskirted beauty. 

All too often, the passenger 
next to me has been a bald
head-?d man who promptly fell 
asleep and snored, or a ruddy
faced male who swayed to the 
buffet car to guzzle bt>er and 
didn't stagger back until the 
. tEfjr-,ow.as approaching its des-

" Wh~~ about this Hikari's 
SEX • The mystery is solved 

upon reading the footnote at 
the bottom of the page 

"SEX" in the JTB • booklet 
means super-express 

~imilarly, Kodama" is "LEX" 
-limited-express. 

"' . • 
TWO MORE ITEMS have 

been added to the announce
ment made over the p.a. sys
te~, as soon as the "Shinkan
se11 train leaves a station 
. After telling what the t~ain 
is, where it will stop and ETA 
what cities can be called by 
telephone from aboard the train 
and other such information, the 
announcement now adds. 

-1. Passengers are asked not 
to I?ut their feet on the col
Japs1ble tables that can be rais
ed from the side of the seats 
(Evidently some passenger; 
have done so and bent the 
tables' arms). 

Juro Suzuki 

• 2. Passengers are asked "to 
look again at their baggage," 

and if they see any "that does 
not seem to belong to anybody," 
to report to the conductor. 

This is a rather vague state
ment and one wonders, at first 
what the purpose is. ' 

,. * • 
THEN SUDDENLY COMES 

the dawn. 
One recalls the series of 

bomb explosions at the men's 
roo1:11 of Haneda Airport, near 
a pillar on the Yacsuguchi side 
of Tokyo CentPO! Station and 
aboard a train of the Sanyo 

Line (the latter two cases re
mnin unsolved). 

From then on, instead of 
watching the distant Atami 
coastline, the orange trees and 
tea plantations of Shizuoka 
Prefecture, or trying to see if 
Mt. Fuji is visible, one's eyes 
keep shifting back to the bag
gage on the racks. Every suit• 
case, hat box, paper bag and 
Furoshiki bundle begins to have 
a suspicious look. 

WHEN 
* 

NIGHT 
• 

FALLS, 

Osaka, like Vietnam and Ko
rea, becomes divided into the 
North and the South. 

These arc the two great 
amusement centers of Japan's 
second largest city. 

Night life begins earlier in 
Kita (North), where office 
workers congregate, than in 
Minami (South). As the clock 
strikes 5, waves of white
shi1·ted office workers, many 
wearing short-sleeved "Hong 
Kong shirts," pour out of office 
buildings. 

Before long the gaily decor
ated, lantern festooned beer 
gardens at the top of tall build
ings centering on Umeda be
come packed with customers. 
Rooftop beer gardens are to 
be found elsewhere in Osaka 
-Minami, Tenroku, Ueroku, 
.Juso--but Kita has the largest 
number. 

As in the case of the Arbeit 
Salon, the once popula.r "Army 
and Navy cabarets," Mibojin 
Salon, China Salon, Jutan Bar, 
Getemono Bar, Okonomi-yaki 
and other clever ways of mak
ing money, beer· gardens on the 
roof were "invented" in Osaka, 
spreading from there to Tokyo 
and then to other cities of 
Japan. 

There ai:-e 23 "Amma" -
white-uniformed masseurs and 
masseuses - serving the Hotel 
New Osaka chain. Belonging to 
the s_ame association, they wear 
a_ circular numbered badge 
that is colored orange around 
the outer edge. 

Like taxi drivers, "Amma" 
are divided into two types, the 
garrulous. and the taciturn. 
The talkative ones can like 
~a.xi drivers, provide a .iot of 
!nformation about what is go
mg on in a city and about 
what people arc talking about. 

The "Amma" rate has re
cently gone up in Osaka. Or 
rather, the rate is the same 
but the massage time has been 
shortened. It used to be one 
hour. Now there are two al
ternatives: 

"Futsu" (ordinary) _ ¥800 
for 45 minutes. (The hefty 1 
ma_sseuse who kneaded me 
weighed 75 kilograms. She ex
plain~d, "As for 'Futsu,' \~C 

call it 'short' for foreigners. 
They seem to .. understand that 
term better." 

'"Bai", •(double) 
l~{! ho4rs. 

¥1,600 for 

~ 

' ' 

Osaka's coat of arms 

was adopted in 1894. 
It represents a ship 

mooring because 
Osaka was formerly 
called Naniwa (sea
beach). 

I RECALLED THE experi
ence related to me by a friend. 
It happened during two re<;ent 
visits to Osaka. 

On his first visit, he called 
for an "Amma" at his liotel 
and a very Pfetty woman 
came. She was vivacious and 
charming. He was delighted· 
and when he asked her name 
before she left, she replied that 
it wa,; "l\finamL" 

Therefore, when he stayed 
at the same hotel on his sec
ond visit to Osaka sometime 
later, he again called for an 
"Amma,'' clearly specifying this 
time that he wanted "an Amma 

named MinamL" 
Some moments later, there 

was a knock on the door. To 
my expectant friend's great 
astonishment, a tough-looking 
man, looking like a pro wres
tler, entered. 

While being massaged ex
pertly, almost painfully, by this 
muscular masseur, my bewild
ered friend ·began hesitantly 
to ask questions. The follow
ing brief conversation ensued 
before a lapse into utter 
silence:: 

"Do you know, I asked for 
an 'Arnma' named Minami." 

"My name is lYiinami." 
(Curiouser and curiouser 

thought my friend). ' 
"Well, the 'Amma' I had 

last time was called Mina.mi too 
- but she was a woman a 
very attractive woman. ' I 
thought :;he was delightful. I'd 
like to date her. Is there an
o~her 'Amma' in your associa
tion named Minami ?" 

"Yes, there is. :My wife." 

* * • 
TWO PLACES IN Minami 

that put emphasis on good 
!ioo.:-shows are Chisen and the 
"international night club" 
Golden Mikado. 

It was at Golden Mikado 
which calls Uself a "nigbi,: 

time Chamber of Commerce," 
that I renewed acquaintance 
with the 'Toilet Ojisan." 

His face looked familiar. He 
seemed to recognize me too. 
The last time I had encounter
ed this 'Toilet Ojisan," whose 
real name I do not know was 
in the men's room of th~ de
funct Hanabasha in Tokyo 
where he was malting good 
money in the form of gratuities 
from customers as he com
mented on the weather, poured 
water into a basin, offered soap 
and towel, shined shoes, spray
ed perfume, and presented a 
flower for the lapel. He also 
sold an assortment of trinkets 
including tiny toy animals made 
of glass. 

Questioning revealed that he 
had responded to the urge of 
"Go West, Middle-Aged Man 
Go West." From Tokyo, h~ 
had gradually made his way 
down the Tokaido--Yokohama 
Shizuoka, Hamamatsu, Nagoya: 
Kyoto, and now the Golden 
Mikado in Osaka _ always 
working in the .men's rooms of 
the_ leading cabarets. 

Talk about devotion to one's 
chosen vocation!.Perhaps some
day I shall meet the "Toilet 
~jisan" again at some cabaret 
m. Hiroshima, Kita-Kyushu or 
points westward. 

Tatauo SnlData 



Scenes 

For Younger, Less-AHluent Visitors 
JAPANESE tourist officials are not doing enough for the 

younger, less-affluent visitors who are coming to the 
country in increasing numbers. So far, the typical Western 

tourist has been an older couple, possibly a businessman and 
his family, but at any rate people to whom the high air fare 
across the Pacific - more than double the fare to Europe -
is easily within their budget. 

But in a year or two, with the advent of superjets, fares 
will drop to the level that all can afford. And then Japan, 
like Europe before it, will be inundated with footloose, almost 
penniless young Americans who will hope to explore the coun
try that has influenced so much of their philosophy in recent 
years. Most of them will have limited funds and will be 
stretching out what little they have by thumbing rides, sub
sisting on noodles and rice and opening up their sleeping bags 
wherever they can find the space. 

It is useless to deplore such an invasion: young travelers 
are not to be blamed for their curiosity and ingenuity. They are 
anxious to explore the world and just don't have much money. 
It's as simple as that . (It should also be remembered that many 
of them will be back - when they are older and richer). 

But where are all these young new visitors going to stay ? 

Already the situation is almost impossible. In Tokyo, which 
virtually every tourist visits, there are barely enough cheap 
rooms for off-season tourists already. Four or five dollars 
per day is the absolute maximum that most budget travelers 
can pay for a bed and five dollars per night double would be 
more realistic. Apart from a tiny handful of hostels, it is 
doubtful if there are more than 50 rooms available in Tokyo 
at this price at present. And the situation is getting worse. 

Since the war there has been a spate of hotel-building to 
provide accommodations for wealthy Western tourists - those 
who cheerfully pay S8-20 per person - but these hotels have 
provided only a token number of lower-priced rooms. There 
is obviously no reason why they should offer cheap rooms when 
they can more than fill more expensive ones. 

Which is where Japan's tourist board should enter the pic
ture, building and subsidizing cheap, simple hotels in the 
suburbs with rooms renting for not more than $5 double per 
night. In the States, and throughout Europe, there are many 
older hotels with cheap rooms; here in Japan there are no· 
old hotels at all. 

The rooms should be as simple and economic as possible: 
plain beds with chair, table and perhaps a Tatami on the 
floor. It is the extras that add up - special slippers, tooth
brushes, television, coffee-making machines, etc. The average 
budget traveler neither wants nor needs these extras in a 
room in which he plans only to sleep. In fact, what most money
saving travelers need the most is something slightly bigger 
than a parcel locker into which they can lock their luggage, 
and themselves, when they are not out seeing the sights. It 
sounds funny but it is true. 

90 Miles To Take A Bath 
NOBORIBETSU.-A small town with a long name-Nobori

betsu-in northern Japan is best known for its public 
baths, long open to all regardless of age or sex. It's a 

common event to see the entire family setting off for the bath, 
handkerchief-sized towels in hand, splitting up inside to undress 
in separate changing rooms. (It would never do to let men see 
the women undressing, although women attendants staff the 
male changing rooms ! ) 

Once inside, 21 different baths-all at varying temperatures 
-provide a suitable environment for even the most discriminat
ing bather. There are ice-cold tubs, water slides, stone igloos 
filled with water, tepid pools, and scalding trenches seemingly 
designed to cook lobsters (or elderly gentlemen with asbestos 
skins). 

As a token gestme to modesty, most bathers carry mini
scule towels draped vaguely around the pelvic are,i but it 
would be regarded as most uncool to stare, and the constantly 
rising steam which fills the room offers camouflage as well as 
a generally surrealistic air to the surroundings. Some mothers 
carry their babies strategically in front to mask their own 
bodies; others walk naked and unashamed. In general, the 
older the bather the less he or she appears to care about 
nudity_ 

Regrettably, Western influences seem to be creeping into 
the scene. Many of the prettiest teenage girls these days wear 
swimsuits. And when one schoolgirl wears a suit, her com
panions tend to copy her. Maybe the missionaries are to blame, 
Whatever the reason it seems sad that hypocritical moral 
postures-a sense of "shame"-should be changing a centuries
old tradition in Japan when the younger people of America 
(and particularly in California) are trying to eradicate the 
hypocrisy of an older generation. 

Noboribetsu is a resort town in Japan's northernmost 
island of Hokkaido which is relatively unvisited by tourists. 
(only 3,000 Americans last year, according to official figures), 
It is 90 miles from the island"s biggest city, Sapporo, scheduled 
as the site of the Winter Olympics in 1972. 

Imperial Hotel Infeasible 
As this is being written 

demolition crews are knock
ing down Tokyo's Imperial 
Hotel, often ranked among 
the world's top three or 
four hotels and one of the 

best known structures design
ed by Frank Lloyd Wright. 

The present building was 
completed in Aug. 1923 but 
a celebratory lunch planned 
for Sept. 1 was cancelled 
because Japan's worst earth
quake struck that day and 
leveled almost everything in 
Tokyo and nearby Yokohama. 
The Imperial withstood the 
quake - just as Wright had 
said it would - and for some 
time afterwards served as 
refuge for homeless Wester
ners, temporary headquarters 
for numerous embassies and 
administrative offices for 
many local services. Thou
sands of meals were served, 
many without charge, to home
less refugees who sheltered 
under makeshift tents in the 
adjoining Hibiya park. 

Ironically enough, in the 
numerous statements given to 
the press last month by the 
Imperial's owner, Tetsuzo 
Inumaru, the instability of 
the present building is gi
ven as the reason for its 
current demolition. (It was 
originally built to "roll" 
like a ship in case of earth
quakes, instead of being an
chored to rockbed many feet 
below its foundations.) 

Skeptics believe, however, 
that the main reason for the 
change is that the old build
ing is relatively wasteful a
bout space and that the new 

17-story structure scheduled 
to replace it on the same 
site will be much more of a 
money-maker. Actually there 
are already two Imperials: 

43-year-old building plan
ned by Wright and a glist
ening, modern structure be
hind it which was completed 
in 1958. 

Sentimentalists want to 
preserve the old building 
because it is unique with 
its spacious rooms, porous 
volcanic stone and elabor
ately patterned walls and 
corridors that sometimes 
give the impression of walk
ing through carpeted caves. 
Various wistful suggestions 
have been aired in letters 
to the editor columns but no 
specific plans for the old 
building's preservation have 
ever come forth. It would 
be prohibitively expensive 
to rebuild the structure 
elsewhere even if space 
could be found in the land
hungry Tokyo of today. 

Since the original found
ing of the Imperial Hotel -
with money provided by the 
royal household - it has al
ways been popular with for
eigners and, indeed, the 
first Imperial Hotel (built 
in 1890) was to provide a 
place for Western visitors 
to stay commensurate with 
national pride and notions 
of hospitality. Last year 
44% of guests were Americans, 
35% Japanese. 

Six months before the com
pletion of the Wright build
ing, and just after the ori-



A Variety of Coffee Shops 

THE Japanese coffee shop 
h~s become a place where 

You don't drop in for coffee or 
tea. 

Today the coffee shop is a 
place where you watch a 
leggy model in undergar
ments, play the guitar, take 
a nap, save money or do 
whatever you care to do. 

This phenomenon how
ever, is nothing new' in this 
country. 

Actually, the coffee shop 
has ~erved more purposes 
than its name implies in Ja
pan ever since its first ap
,t>ea~ance 80 years ago. 

P1011eers wanted to provide 
the little man with a quiet 
oasis free from the anxieties 
of his everyday life. 

Japan's first coffee shop 
for example, was named 
"Senyu-tei," lite.·ally a ·place 
to was? away your worries, 
when it was opened in To
kyo back in 1886. 

·The second shop, "Kahi
~akan," literally coffee shop, 
opened two years later made 
what it meant clear in one 
of its advertisements. 

The ad read: "In order 
fl:Ot to waste your precious 
time . even while you are 
sa'vormg our coffee, we are 
ready ~o provide you with 
domestic .and foreign news
papers and magazines.'' 

The shop also advised its 
customers that it planned to 
collect 'books and paintings 
from all over the world 

And 80 years later ~ow 
~here are 9,000 coffee shop~ 
m Tokyo. alone and 5,000. in 
Osaka with the nationwide 
total amounting to 80 000. 

So, competition is' bitter 
among them. To survive 
shops are_ busy dreaming up 
more yaned attractions than 
magazmes or books. And 
many proprietors have proved 
themselves ingenious. 

The Terrace Julian in Gin
za stages a fashion show of 
women's underwear 'and bath
ing suits. Show time? 
From 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. every 
Friday. 

Predictably, men account 
for up to 90 per cent of the 
customers when models with 
only a minimal bra and 
pantie combination shuffle 
back and forth on the floor. 

Why such a show? The 
basement of the building is 
a women's underclothing 
shop. 

A cup of coffee there is 
rather expensive: ¥150. 
Worth it? Probably, espe
cially a-t show time. 

Terrace Julian is only one 

I love coffee 

of many coffee shops an
xious to see that their cus
tomers don't was-te their pre
cious time and money. 

At Silvia in the same Gin
za area, they set up a little 

stage in a corner of the 
shop three months ago. 

On the stage 16 young 
storytellers take turns enter
taining coffee drinkers from 
6 to 7 p.m. every evening 
except Sundays. Their em
phasis in on the classical re
pertory. 

The entertainers take the 
stage seriously. The other 
·day one of them appeared 
on time leaving his mother 
dying at home. 

Bar~>n, another Ginza shop, 
has nme shower baths avail
able to its customers for an 
additional charge of ¥300. For 
the sum, you are also entitl
ed to the free use of 17 
kinds of men's cosmetics 
after taking a shower. 

In addition, you can get 
your shirt washed or your 
trousers pressed for moderate 
rate,;. 

-Jl:~· 
BARON 
sh()wet" 101' mef'I 

The management advises 
young customers to tidy 
themselves up before a date. 
Many of them have taken 
this message to heart, the 
managers report. 

They say most of the 
shower users are young, be
tween 25 and 35 in age. On 
'.the average, they say, 30 to 
50 people patronize the show
ers with the number climb
ing to 100 on some hot sum
mer days. 

At Dream in Osaka they 
:have divided the shop in 
·half: one-half where you can 
drink coffee and the other 
where you can t:ake a little 
sleep. • 

You can enjoy a nap in 
one of the shop's 20 beds 
for ¥100 per hour. 

The proprietor says he 
wanted to help tired white
collar workers get refresh
ed in the daytime. But his 
original plan has been chang
ed a bit to suit the demand 
of his customers. 

Now the shop is open all 
night so tha~ you can sleep 
there from 10 p.m. to 10 a.m. 
for ¥500. 

.······( 

!I\JJ 
' 11 :4 PM 

Many all-night customers 
are those who have missed 
~he las,t train playing mah
Jong too far into the night 
the proprietor says. ' 

The shop is complete with 
lockers and a washroom to 
make su-re you show up in 
the office looking fresh the 
next morning. 

For the more E1Conomy-mind
ed people, there is a shop 
where you can save money 
whenever you drink cofl\@e or 
tea. , 

At Mon (Gaie) in Nagoya 
the owner encourages his cus
tomers to open saving ac: 
counts with his bank. The 
idea is to put 10 per cent of 
each bill into an account. 

Ginza 
Since the shop started this 

unique attraction a year and 
a half ago, about 450 custom• 
ers have signed up, the own
er reports. He adds the bi-g
gest outstanding deposit totals 
¥8,000 now. 

He believes this is the best 
way he can think of to in
crease the number of steady 
customers. 

. Another Nagoya shop pro
vides you with a guitar free 
of charge. Some music 
lovers bring their own instru
ments to the place to enjoy 
a few moments of carefree 
playing. The habitual CUS• 
tamers include students, teach. 
ers and a pharmacist. 

On the more serious side is 
Aki in Osaka where Expo '70 
will be staged. 

The shop boasts of 10 scrap 
books containing clippings and 
pamphlets .on the big show. 
Plastered on its walls are ex• 
position posters. 

"We want to help salaried 
men and small businessmen 
with this kind of information," 
the management says. 

A university student makes 
almost daily visits to the shop 
to write his graduation thesis. 

You want privacy? Well 
then, try one of "private
room" coffee shops now 
springlng up in Osaka. 

A typical shop of this kind 
is divided into many small 
rooms each equipped with a 
small table, a couch and a 
telephone. 

II: 45PM 

If you buy a cup of coffee, 
you can have a room all to 
yourself for an hour. If you 
want to stay longer, you use 
t.he phone to order another 
coffee. 

Managers report young 
couples are their best custom• 
ers. 

To add some more varia
tions, there are: 

A shop where you can 
enjoy hundreds of comic 
books and miniskirted girls 
to serve coffee; 

A shop where waitresses 
speak like Kabuki actors; 

A place where waitresses 
are under orders to bow deep. 
ly in contrast to the bad man• 
ners seen everywhere else; 

And a coffee house where 
pure oxygen is released from 
time to time. (Shukan Asahi) 

TV Program for Inventors 
By 1.rO,HIKO SHIRAKIGAWA 

A Japanese housewife liv
ing in Kamakura decided, 
not long ago that if the 
extra-long chopsticks used in 
frying tempura had a built
in thermometer, conscientious 
cooks could easily keep 
track of the temperature of 
the oil. A manufacturer 
liked her idea, did the neces
sary research and develop
ment, and now pays her a 
royalty of ¥10 for each pair 
sold, which retails at ¥390. 

She is one of t.he many 
amateur inventors in Japan, 
and one who sold her idea 
through a unique amateur 
inventors' television program. 

On "We· Buy Your Idea" 
" ( A idea Kaimasu, telecast by 
Tokyo's Channel 12 Sunday 
afternoons), more than 200 
ideas, ranging from a hand
bag with a built-in pocket 
for a commuter's railway 
pass to a device which 
enables children to blow 
soap bubbles in profusion, 

• have been presented in the 
year and a hnlf the program 
has been on the air. Sixiy 
inventions have reached the 
production stage, and have 
made money for their inven
ton. 

Items for leisure-time use 
are common, reflecting the 
importance 0f the "leisure re
volution" in Japan. One 
such invention ena·bles skiers 
to practice shifting their 
body to turn, and strengthen 
ankles, yet require,\ little 
space and is easy to use. An
other inventor realized that 
if an umbrella's shaft could 
be replaced with a headband. 
a sportsman's par as o 1/hat 
could be made. His idea 
too was presented on the 
show and has since gone 
into production. 

With the diffusion rate of 
basic home appliances near
ly at the saturation point, a-p
pliance makers have been 
eager to discover and mar
ket new appliances. Among 
the newest is the "Butter 
Soft Case," invented by an 
amateur who became exaspe
rated once too often trying 
to spread hard butter. The 
metal-and-plastic case holds a 
standard 112-gram bar of but
ter, and has a built • in 
sockeL Plug it in and the 
butter inside is warmed un
til it becomes so soft it can 
be painted on a slice 
of bread. 

The program is the brain
child of 'foyoo Toyosawa, a 
former Diet member and 
now president of the Japan 
Inventors' Society. -Toyo
sawa sits on a panel which, 

during the program discus
ses and judges r' our in
ventions every week. Models 
of the inventions are demon
strated J:iy the inventors. 

Tiie people who appear on 
the program are ordinary 
workers, housewives and 
even high school students. 
All are mel'.l" bers of the Sun
day Inventors' School, an 
amateur inventors' organiza
tion within the Japan Inven
tors' Society. Since Toyo
sa wa started the school 10 
years ago, membership has 
grown to 30,000 in eight 
chapters, and includes several 
members overseas. 

Most amateur inventors ap
proach inventing as they' 
would a hobby and do not 
primarily think of making 
money or becoming rich. But 
behind the cu·rrent interest in 
inventing is the nature of the 
Japanese economy, which has 
undergone a consumer revolu
tion. The Japanese market 
now can a-bsorib-and re
quires-many new products. 
The result? Japan has leid 
the world in patent appli
cations for five years. 

Thus far, most of the in
ventions presented on televi
sion have -been suitable for 
manufacture by small or 
medium scale companies. And 
as such are limited in im
portance. But who knows 
how many-or which-of the 
Sunday inventors will dupli
cate the achievements of a 
man who some years ago 
created a simple double 
socket in a tiny workroom 
barely larger th.an a closet? 
That man, as every inventor 
knows, is industrialist ~o
nosuke Matsushita, who went 
on to establish the National 
Electric Co. and has been 
No. 1 or No. 2 in personal 
earning in Japan for years. 

The Japan Times 

Don't open it: 
it's money! 

These paper packets of silver coins circulated in Japan 

300 years ago without being opened. 

There was no need to verify them, because they 

carried the seal of the Konoike Exchange -

now Sonwo Bonk. 
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Soka Gakkai, Faith Equals Power 
BUDDHISM in Asia is basic belief and bedrock identity; it influences 
power, sex, psychology and economics. Buddhism is not only religion 
and philosophy; it is also nationalism and ideology, it is the ultimate 
source of Asian value.... 

Away from the thud of the mortar and the whine of the howitzer 
shell in Vietnam is another battlefield manned by militant orange
robed monks and violent Buddl1ist street mobs. In the West rarely 
have the social and political aspects of Buddhism-the power and 
the force of the Buddhist faith-been understood. Instead, Buddhism's 
standard image in the West is as a passive, docile religion that teaches 
man he must reject power and passion and seek a gentle Middle 
Way to find the Buddhist equivalent of Paradise. Buddhism in the 
popular Western view means the austerity of Zen, with its stringent 
meditation and the resulting speeded-up psychological insights. It is 
the image of the orange-robed monk in the half-light of dawn with 
alms bowl in hand, eyes downcast, accepting offerings of rice, vege
tables and fruit from faithful laymen seeking to gain merit for some 
future 1..ife. 

The new face of the Buddha is involved and passionate, harsh and 
stern, contorted with humiliation, rage and anxiety. It often lacks the 
traditional gentle smile of compassion and noninvolvement by which 
it has so long been recognized in the West. And yet the seemingly 
new political role of Buddhism is but a variation on the age-old po
litical and social role of Buddhism in Asian politics. For in the ... 
Buddhist tradition, church and state have been one and the same, and 
this force of religion as justification for rule remains. 

loday in the Buddhist countries of Asia, the alms bowl has 
been overturned.· The peaceful path of the Middle Way has been 
twisted into the new violence of street demonstrations with the blare 
of loudspeakers, the hollow crack of wooden clubs on skulls and the 
maddenipg fury of tear gas. Buddhism in Asia is a faith in flames. It 
first became identified in the eyes of Americans with the horror of 

gasoline-drenched monks burnin~ themselves to death in the streets 
of Saigon and later with mobs of Buddhist youths with plastic bags 
over their heads tossing back tear-gas canisters at government troops. 
In the new B\Jddhism, monks march in street processions to influence 
legislation, end war or protest nuclear weapons. In Burma, monks are 
political activists to the point of sacking a printing plant that pub
lished articles critical of the clergy. In Japan, a powerful Buddhist 
sect, the Soka Gakkai (Value Creation Society), has formed an ef
fective political party that promises to change the entire Japanese 
political structure. 

Soka Gakkai is a religious organization of lay believers in Nichiren 
Shoshu and was established in 1930 "to save the unhappy in the en
tire world and achieve peace" through the propagation of the teach
ings of the fierce Japanese monk Nichiren, who lived from 1222 to 
1282. 

Saka Gakkai's phenomenal growth in Japan and its political role 
through the rise of the Komeito, the Oean Government Party, now 
the third most powerful after the ruling Liberal Democratic Party and 
the Socialist Party, has made it .a controversial center of attention. 
Look magazine introduced the Soka Gakkai to the United States in 
1963 as "an alarming new religion that wants to conquer the world," 
and noted that "by respected detractors, the new faith is variously 
labeled as 'militaristic,' 'fascistic,' 'ultranationalistic and dangerous,' 
'sacrilegious,' 'deceptive' and 'fanatic.'" Time magazine in May 1964 
said, "The movement mixes the evangelism of Moral Rearmament 
with the get-out-the-votes discipline of the Communist Party and lots 
of show biz." Many observers have found strong overtones of the 

Hitler Youth organization and Nazism in the Soka Gakkai's organiza
tion and tactics. Writing in Li/ e magazine in 1964, Arthur Koestler 
noted that the Soka Gakkai's tightly knit groups controlled by local 
block leaders "perhaps quite unjustly, reminds one of t.11e erstwhile 
Nazi Bloch;arts. Indeed, the uneasiness about Soka Gakkai is not 
alone caused by its political aims-which are vague and undefined
but by the fact that it evokes many chilling echoes from the past." But 
Koestler added, "There can be little doubt that Soka Gakkai has 
found a psychologically effective answer to the frustrations of Japan's 
lonely crowd and its s¢ritual cravings." 

The Soka Gakkai leaders object strongly to all these descriptions, 
and insist that their goal is Kosen-Rufu, the salvation of human be
ings and creation of a peaceful so~iety through propagation of True 
Buddhism. The present basis for the Soka Gakkai, despite its modern 
mass organizational methods, its own newspapers and magazines and 
an elaborate network of cultural activities, is based .on Nichiren Bud
dhism. Nichiren Shoshu is a Japanese offshoot of Ma4ayaoa which 
in the twelfth century was strongly nationalistic and reformist, in 
somewhat the same spirit that the Soka Gakkai and its political arm, 
the Komeito, are today. 

The Soka Gakkai's model is the fierce, outspoken Nichiren, a monk 
of ardent and decisive temperament, who once confessed to being "the 
most intractable man in Japan." He lived in a time when Buddhist 
monks fought for their following and their prerogatives with swords 
and pikes. Temples had their own st.ending armies. 

Nichiren was the first priest in 
Japanese history to lay the prosperity of the nation at the door of its 
spiritual welfare, thus attempting to control the rulers of the state with 
the political pressure of a popular religious movcrQ.Cnt. Although the 
Buddhist priesthood had long wielded political power, it had never 
sought to develop its power on a mass scale based on an interpreta
tion of Buddhist doctrine. As Buddhism came to be the religion of 
the people, it assumed a distinctly Japanese complexion; Nichircn may 
be said to have completed the long process by which Buddhism was 
assimilated and made Japanese. 

Though himself a man of great learning who arrived at his con
clusions by an arduous philosophical route, he argued that man 
needed some simple method of gaining truth, and reduced the essen
tials of religion to the mere utterance of the name of the Lotus Sutra. 

Nichiren was a man of strong language; he was lively and defiant. 
He openly preached his doctrine in the streets or along roadsides, 
defied and decried the other sects as "the enemies of Japan," and 
called for their suppression without compromise. He warned the 
rulers of Japan that their doom was imminent. Such a challenge was 
not taken lightly, and Nichiren led a life of persecution, arrest and 
exile. His hermitage was set on fire by rival monks; he ~as often at
tacked by warlords and under surveillance by rival monks. 

Various Nichiren sects propounded the teachings of the master, 
and the romantic and daring phophet became a hero for the patriotic; 
his intellectualism inspired many and his religious fervor aroused the 
~evotion of new followers. In 1930 the Soka Gakkai was founded 
by an elementary-school principal, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, under the 
name of Soka Kyoiku Gakkai, literally Value Creation Education So
ciety. Originally the society had begun as a research group in educa-
tion but discussed Nichiren Shoshu as well. Makiguchi had become a 
convert to Nichiren Shoshu in 1931 after visiting Taiseki Temple. He 
and the members of his group were in search of a new philosophy of 
life. In 1931, Makiguchi published his major work, The Philosophy 

of Value, a critique of Immanuel Kant and an attempt to define value 
as the pursuit of happiness and the creation of value through indi
vidual action. Makiguchi became the first president of the group in 
1937, at its founding ceremony attended by sixty people in Tokyo. 
By 1941, the Soka Gakhi had 3,000 members. With the outbreak 
of the war the government urged the Soka Gakkai to unite with other 
Nichiren sects that accepted state Shinto, supported the war effort and 
saw Japan's Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere policy as a fulfillment of 
Nichiren's prophecy that his True Buddhism would be spread from 
Japan throughout Asia. Makiguchi and the Soka Gakkai defied the 
government policy that required a kamidana, a Shinto god-shelf, in 
every home and decreed Shinto to be the official religion of Imperial 
Japan. On July 6, 1943, Makiguchi and Josei Toda, his closest fol
lower, together with twenty-one other leading members of the Soka 
Gakkai were arrested on charges of blasphemy against the Emperor 
and "disturbing the peace." They spent the war years in Tokyo's no
torious Sugamo Prison, and Makiguchi died of malnutrition in solitary 
confinement on November 18, 1944. After his death most of the other 
members of the society renounced their beliefs and were freed, but ..J 
Josei Toda lingered on until freed on bail in July 1945, shortly be-~ 
fore the end of the war. It is said that Toda chanted the Daimoku 
more than two billion times during the two years he was jailed. 

Soka Gakkai today dissociates itself from th€ militaristic aspect of 
other Nichiren Buddhist sects which supported the war, and stresses 
its own persecution by the government. 

From the staggering postwar loss of faith, there grew a new need 
and longing for belief. The imperial system was undercut by Japan's 
defeat and by the Emperor's January 1, 1946, edict, which declared 
that the bonds between the Emperor and the people "are not based on 
the fictitious idea that the Emperor is a personal God .... " State 
Shinto was discredited. The traditional Buddhist sects had no mass 
appeal since they, too, had been tainted by their support for the war. 
This gave rise to a bonanza of new religions; in 1962 there were 440 
new religions claiming 140,000,000 members. Since Japan's popula
tion is only 98,200,000 some people belong to more than one reli
gion or, more likely, the membership rolls are padded. The most suc
cessful of the new religions is the Soka Gakkai, and it has proved to 
have the most appeal and the greatest staying power. 

The postwar impetus to expand the Soka Gakkai came from Josei 



Toda, Makiguchi's disciple. Toda had been a teacher at the school 
where Makiguchi was principal, and became a convert to Nichiren 
Shoshu. When he was freed from jail he reorganized the society as 
the Soka Gakkai, or Value Creating Society, in January 1946. By 
1951, the Soka Gakkai had 5,000 members, and Toda was inaugu
rated as the second president. He was a masterful organizer and saw 
the potentials for a lay religious organization that.could relate a basic 
Buddllisi doctrine to the needs of a Japan bereft of ideology. His 
major contribution was the modern development of shakubuku, the 
conversion of others to Nichiren Shoshu. President Toda actively 
proselytized the new religion, traveling throughout Japan concentrat
ing. on young people. By the end of 1957 the society had 750,000 
member~. Toda died in 1958 and the leadership of the organization 

the sixty-sixth High Priest of Nichiren Shoshu. Recently both he and 
the head priest have limited their contact with foreigners. His writings, 
as translated into English, are rambling-Jong on theory and short 
on specifics. He is an evangelist promising happiness and salvation 
through faith, but his techniques are different from Western evange
lists and, unlike them, he is now going into politics in a major manner. 

was passed on to Daisaku Ikeda, who was then only thirty (he was . 
born .on January 1, 1928). Ikeda was a disciple of Toda's from the , J 

Although President Ikeda docs not hold political office he is the 
moving force behind the Komeito or Clean Government Party, which 
is headed by forty-two-year-old Hiroshi Hojo, secretary general. Hojo 
is the most sophisticated and refined of the Soka Gakkai leaders. He 
appears by far the brightest and is the most at ease with Westerners. 
Japanese who know him remark about the likeness of his features to 
those of the Buddha: soft, delicate and smooth with large eyelids and 
gentle lips. There is about his person a grace and softness. He is clever 
and dynamjc-a key figure in spreading the Soka Gakkai's image 
overseas. Members are offered 
an escape from poverty and, according to the organization's declara
tion, those who join and pray to the Gohonzon of Nichircn will find 
happiness; "a man troubled with domestic discord will find his home 
serene and happy, a man suffering from disease will completely re
cover his health and will be able to resume his former job, a mother 
worried over her delinquent son will see him reform, ;ind a husband 
plagued with a neurotic wife can sec her return to normality." 

ar-c of nineteen. He became the third president of Soka Gakkai in . , ':~ 
1 •;1;10, and pledged to build the membership to 3,000,000 by 1965. 'rt,.. , ~ 
"Until that time," said Ikeda, "we must continue practicing shaku- • • 
buku dcfian_tly, merrily, amicably and gallantly." ,... ..,_., 

The. Soka Gakkai defines shakubuku as the conversion to Nichircn .l-
Shoshu, by destroying a person's faith in heretical doctrines through • , 
the cluciclntion of the fallacies inherent in those doctrines. But in prac
tice si-/akubuku often amounted to violent, forceful harassment of in
dividuals by the Soka Gakkai members. Relays of the Soka Gakkai 
mcr;nbqs.would maintain a schedule of chanting the Daimoku for a full 
wpojv, .. twj!nty-four hours a day, m a prospective recruit's home and 
lilo1al)y wear him out. Membership requires that the new members 
discar,d aU o,ther objects of religious worship, and often the Soka 
Gakkai members would destroy the family altars of prospective con
verts. In a few cases fanatic members prevented doctors from attend
ing a sick member on grounds that faith alone would cure the victim. 
Public disclosure and disapproval of such high-pressure evangelism 
forced the Soka Gakkai to conduct a new evaluation of slwkubuku. 
Leaders have denied that conversion by physical force was ever 
ordered and attributed the abuses to overzealous individual members. 
President Ikeda in 1964 said, "Shakubuku never involves the applica
tion of any pressure, because conversion can never be obtained on 
the basis of violence or coercion." In an interview Ikeda told me, 
"Shakubuku is a pure Buddhist term; it means to break down the evil 
mind or evil thought by the mercy of the Buddha. Concerning this 
mercy, those who have True Buddhism have this mercy." But those 
who have been exposed to shakubuku or to the intolerance of the Soka 
Gakkai members who have already found the true religion, find they 
are often the object of verbal abuse, threats and dire warnings of 
disaster if they resist conversion. 

President Ikeda is himself a remarkable phenomenon in Japanese 
religion and politics. At age thirt;t,;-six he is in command of the best~· 
organized religious group in Japan with its own political wing that 
makes it the third biggest party in Japan. The qualities of the pres
ident are very much apparent in the membership. They reflect no 
traditional background, a minimum of formal education and a prefer
ence to remain abstract except when it comes to the basic process of 
organization. 

Ikeda is best in small groups, advocating the happiness that join
ing the Soka Gakkai can bring. He is a fiery debator, and is a great 
spellbinder for the crowd. He is a short man with a large nose and 
cold eyes. He remains aloof and rather superior in personal contact 
and it is difficult to speak with hirt'l in anything but his own terms of 
Nichiren Buddhism. In the main headquarters of the Soka Gakkai, 
l:Ccda is kept busy with a schedule of meetings and writing. He ar
rives at 9: 00 A. M. and he often departs at 1: 00 A. M. He defers pub
licly to the head priest of the Nichiren Shoshu sect, Nittatsu Shonin, 

\ . 
Becoming a member of the Soka Gakkai is simple. A convert who 

has "destroyed his idols" and "renounced his old gods" is taken to the 
:rt:,;··__:.· .. a--.....a nearest temple for a twenty-five-minute ritual ceremony. Each new 

member is entrusted with a gohonzon ( a miniature of the one in
scribed by Nichin:n), which he cnshrincs 1in the family altar at home. 

~ &••,..a~,■,•■■ He should recite the Lotus Sutra prayer five times in the morning and 
.1. f\. _ ,:,::_-,- ~~ tlucc ,;mes ;n tho mn;ng. Sob G"kk,; m,et;ngs brn , c;si;oot ,o-

scmblance to revival meetings. Members arc encouraged to commurn
catc their personal experiences, particularly those "divine favors" (go

riyaku) gained through faith and observance of the correct rcli;ious 
prncticcs. ·• lts current membership claim of 6, I 00,000 families with 

more than 15,000,000 members is often said to be too high. Since 
many of its members are single workers or youths, Soka Gakkai's 
formula that "the number of followers averages two and a half to a 
family" does not seem to hold up. Thu·s, its actual membership is 
probably closer to 13,000,000, possibly as low as 10,000,000. In the 
national election of 1965 for the House of Councillors, Komcito can
didates polled 5,100,000 votes. But by any accounting1Soka Gakkai 
remains the most powerfully organized religious group in Japan with 
an important political party. 

The Soka Gakkai says that "one of the most remarkable social 
activities of Gakkai members is that of the Komeito, Clean Govern
ment Party." In 1966 the Komeito had 20 seats in the House of 
Councillors, 59 in prefectural assemblies, 943 in municipal and ward 
assemblies, and 274 in towns and village assemblies. With a· total of 
1,296 seats, the Komeito is the third biggest party in Japan. The 
Komeito came into being in November 1964, explains President 
Ikeda, because "politics in Japan today is divorced from the people 
and people are living in miserable conditions." 

In international policy the Komeito favors the recognition of Com
munist China by Japan, the admission of Red China to the United 
Nations, and believes that the question of Taiwan is an internal Chi
nese matter. It strongly opposes Japanese rearmament and supports 
the gradual abrogation of the Japan-United States Security Pact, to be 
replaced by a permanent, United Nations police force with its Asian 
branch based in Japan. Japan's self-defense forces would pc absorbed 
into the United Nations force. The Komeito seeks a broader role for 

. Japan in international polwcs so that the True Buddhism of Nic~iren 
can be spread, and Kosen-Rufu, or the salvation of all human bel!lgs, 
can be achieved. 

The Soka Gakkai is not anxious to become affiliated with the So
cialists and form a coalition with the left. President Ikeda finds the 
present Liberal Democratic Party "corrupt and dirty" and seeks to 
reform it through a delicate 'process of pressure that would eventu
ally lead to a Liberal Democratic-Komeito coalition and cabinet po
sitions for Komeito members. Temperamentally, Soka Gakkai Presi
dent lkeda is more inclined to the conservative Liberal Democrats 
and their J apancse traditionalism. He finds the Socialists irresponsible 
and believes that "if Japan goes to the left then freedom of religion 
will be prohibited. From this viewpoint the Komcito will go to the 
right." Ikeda says, "If the Komeito goes to the left Japan will have 
confusion, As representatives of the Japanese people we must go to 
the Liberal Democratic Party. But this is the first step. And we do not 
\'-'ant to go to the present L.D.P., which is corrupt and dirty." 

The Komeito has a long-range plan to win twenty percent of the 
seats in the Japanese parliament (Diet). With one-fifth of the seats, 
the Komeito believes it will have what it calls "the casting vote," or 
enough votes to influence major issues decisively. 

The totalitarian organizational aspects of the Soka Gakkai and tile 
blind obedience of its members, their low educational level and th.:ir 
militant behavior in proselytizing their creed prove disquieting not 
only to foreign observers but to many Japanese who have been ex
posed to shakubuku techniques. In defense, Komeito Secretary Gen
eral Hojo compares his organization to the Italian Christian Dem
ocrats and other European Christian political parties. But the Komeito 
appears more disciplined because its members function not as in- 1 
dividuals but as members of a group acting from faith. While the 1-
Soka Gakkai leadership protests that its members arc1not "under dis
cipline" to vote for a Komeito candidate, they acknowledge that all 
members believe their duty is to propagate the teachings of Nichiren, 
and the Komeito is dedicated to that end. Thus far, the Komcito has 
been very responsive to public opinion and has sought to refute all 
criticism of its behavior. The Soka Gakkai has been highly sensitive 
to its public image and its members will not drink beer or rice wine 
while en route to a religious pilgrimage. 

Komcito's main thrust is toward social welfare programs, and it 
can be counted on to propose programs of heavy government spend
ing. "We, the people, have miserable living conditions from the pres
ent government," said President Ikeda. "Komcito was born to correct 
these conditions. If your [American] leaders can understand this, they 
can join h~nd in hand with us for a peaceful world," President Ikeda 
said in an interview. 

There is a special smugness to 
ail of the Soka Gakk"ai leaders that the Japanese find frightening; it 
rtmmds them too well of th>: wartime ye:irs and the military and police 
leadership which had found the truth by building the "Greater East 
Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere." 

The political power of the Soka Gakkai is still developing, and if 
it can have 100 Diet members by 1970 it will pla1 a major role in 
internal Japanese politics. Its espousal of the only True Buddhism 
makes any kind of ecumenical move toward 0thcr Buddhist sects inim
ical to its teachings; and it has had no direct relations with the politi
cal Buddhists in South Vietnam, nor has it joined any world Buddhist 
organizations. 

Soka Gakkai, Faith Equals Power was 
adapted from Jerrold Schechter's 
book, The New Face of Buddha (John 
Heatherhill Inc., Tokyo, 950¥). 



By MARTIN COHEN 

THE first Andy Warhol movie 
shown in Japan, "Vinyl 11 ( 196 5) , 
may have been visually interest
ing, sadomasochism taking dif
ferent forms in Japan, but I 
doubt if his message got across. 
A translation of the script 
(transcription of the conversa
tion?) had been published in a 
magazine here, but the transla
tor, ·a young under ground film
~aker now in America, chose to 
drop tender words such as "scum
baby" from the Japanese rather 
than retain them in phonetic Ja
panese writing or a new trans
lation. To make titles to pro
ject to the side of the screen, 
this was hacked into small pie
ces and mostly discarded. And 
when the film was to be shown 
at the Sogetsu Art Center's 
First Experimental Film Festi
val, in November, SAC was at a 
loss as to when to change tit-·; 
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The same program included 
Bruce Baillie's "Mass" and Alan 
Schneider's "Film." French, Po
lish, Czech and Yugoslav film
makers were also represented. 

In competition before the 
festival, 56 films were submit
ted by Japanese film-makers, 
many still in college. Top 
prize-winner was Adio Okumura, 
with "Postponement, or a Man 
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Petting His Shadow." This had 
ohe great scene: a man imprison
ed in a concrete-walled room 
(at the start of the film he 
has smoking cigarettes in all 
body orifices, later sniffs the 
one from his ass) looks out at 
the world, where a man and wo
man, both in formal Japanese 
dress, are walking down the 
street shouldering a penis which 
is white, about 15 inches thick 
and four feet long. They aban
don it in a small intersection, 
where young men start to kick 
it up and back, stopping traf
fic and turning heads. 

Japanese film-makers have 
considerable freedom to do such 
things as that in the streets, 

~ecause of generally lax law en
forcement, immobile fuzz ~they 
$pend most of their time in po-
lice boxes, helping people find 
~ddresses in Tokyo's maze of 
alley-like streets) and perhaps 
a degree of permissiveness to
ward even the farest-out art. 
So Donald Richie, Japan Times 
film critic and author, was able 
to have foreign women residents 
in Tokyo gather at the grotesque
ly decorated sculpture garden of 
Sogetsu Hall on a fine summer 
day to strip all the clothing 
from a young Japanese man, and 
have the denuded chap walk out, 
into the street, and ~unto the 
hills. This is in "Five Filoso
phical Fables," a 16mm film which 
was screened with some of Rich
le's other films in Shinjuku, and 
which was a commercial success. 

TAIZO Ishizaka, industrialist 
and president of the Japan Asso
ciation for the 1970 World Expo
sition - to be held in Osaka -
is rumored to be seeking to ste~ 
d0wn from his Expo post. The 
government had approached a num
ber of business leaders in the 
Osaka area for the thankless job 
and all rejected it. Ishizaka, 
contacted by international tele
phone during a European trip, a
greed. The inside story, howev
er, is that he wanted to say no 
but that there was some confu
sion or misunderstanding, and 
once his "acceptance" was announ
ced he couldn't back down. 

ENTERTAINERS in a Yokohama caba
ret had to go through three and 
a half months' training before 
they _§_tarted swimming on the job. 
The girls cavort in bikinis or 
seminude in a glass tank which 
replaced the stage. Since the 
cabaret lights are dimmed during 
the show, there is another advan
tage - the dry hostesses don•· t 
have to be so good-looking. 

THE Komeito (Clean Government 
Party), political arm of the 
"neo-Buddhist" Soka Gakkai, an
nounced plans to take over -as 
the leading opposition party in 
a few years ... The Soka Gakkai 
has been working hard to scrub 
off the militant, Fascist repu
tation it acquired through such 
means as strong-arm conversion 
tactics and went so far as to 
change the name it uses over
seas, to Nichiren Shoshu (True 
Nichiren Sect) ... Like the Comm
unists, Komeito officials in 
the national and local govern
ments give citizens prompt act
ion on complaints, investigating 
the law and rights involved, 

--t--

etc., regardless of the inquir
er's political affiliation. 
They are acquiring a good repu
tation on this score ... The dai
ly Soka Gakkai newspaper is 
largely devoted to success sto
ries, about how all went well 
and diseases were cured after_ 
people converted, the magnified 
accompli§hments of the Komeito, 
and developing a personality 
cult for Leader Daisaku Ikeda 
... But they will deny that the 
first leader of the sect died 
from complications due to ex
cessive drinking. Wouldn't 
jibe with the clean-cut image 
they polish ... All members seem 
to have the same amateurish 
haircut; it's almost l:i.ke a:\ 
badge ... Separation of religion 
and politics derives from the 
Constitution, but the agreement 
one signs when joining the Ko
meito indicates, between the 
lines, that one is expected to 
subscribe to Soka Gakkai beliefs 
. .. One reason you can't believe 
even "official" statistics of 

membership in new religions like 
the Soka Gakkai: if someone 
leaves the organization, his 
name is not ordinarily removed 
from the roster. 
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AMERICAN Negro Cecil Roland, 
long-time Tokyo resident, is 
cleaning up as a model for ads 
·for a white- shirt maker. They 
pose him in a large wood wash
tub, 0r in a straight shot, and 
the caption (in. Japanese) is u
sually "Pure White!" 

THE film version of Peter Weiss 
"Marat-Sade" has been on a shelf 
since it arrived in Japan some 
mont sago. Despite favorable 
reaction by critics at advance 
showings, it is considered to 
be too difficult for tre public 
to understand, so United Artists 
is reluctant to release it. 



Misao Kamijo, star of Niohigeki revue "Autumn Dance" 

It shm f.:1ch1.gek1 girl, she's pretty this • 
IS 

Photos by Edwin Karmiol 

Sometlmes film is combined with live action 
And on the top :floor ••• toples1 :· 


	Contents
	image 1
	image 2
	image 3
	image 4
	image 5
	image 6
	image 7
	image 8
	image 9
	image 10
	image 11
	image 12




